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A oo holding an Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ pederaton ( OSSTE) Flog pickets in front of John Fraser Secondary School 
on Dec. 11, 2019. (Photo Courtesy of Lindsay Sutherland/Twitter) 


More than 40,000 high school teachers 
across the province and 15,000 support 
staff from the Ontario Secondary School 
Teachers' Federation (OSSTF) marched in 
and around schools as part of a work-to- 
rule campaign Wednesday, in a bid to 
force the Ford government to reverse 
course on planned cuts and class size 
changes. 

While Peel secondary schools remained 
open, John Fraser Secondary School in 
Mississauga was one of several sites 
throughout the region where teachers 
and union reps marched to show solidar- 
ity with the movement, which stems from 
stalled contract negotiations. 

Union leaders have blamed the PC gov- 
ernment for not moving fast enough to 
negotiate. Wednesday's protest is the sec- 
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ond held in the last two weeks, with a 
Dec. 4 strike being the first for OSSTF in 
more than 20 years. 

Workers voted 92 per cent in favour of 
strike action, and led information pickets 
and a limited withdrawal of administra- 
tive services that began on Nov. 26. 

Union president Harvey Bischof, who 
attended protests at constituency offices 
and schools in Etobicoke, Scarborough 
and North York throughout the day, said 
that the government's proposed policies 
are "eroding the quality of education." 

"Education Minister Stephen Lecce con- 
tinues to ignore our education workers, 
many of whom work with our most vul- 
nerable and neediest students, and keep 
our schools functioning," Bischof said in 
a statement Monday. "He needs to be 
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more respectful of the job these workers 
do." 

Both the union and PC government said 
Wednesday evening that they will be 
heading back to the negotiating table next 
week. 

"We need to be making this more about 
students, and less about compensation," 
Lecce said during an interview Wednes- 
day morning. "Increasing the narrative is 
how we can expand benefits and salaries 
for workers, and I appreciate that. I think 
we pay them well, (and) I think we should 
be making more investments in mental 
health, in math supports and in improv- 
ing our schools. That's where the focus 
ought to be." 
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FROM THE 
PLAYGROUND 
1O THE NBA 


JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE NEW YEAR, 
MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTORSHIP MONTH! 


Paramount Fine Foods Centre in Mississauga 


Watch the game + meet the Raptors 905 
players and their families to hear their 
inspiring stories on success, failures, 
mental health and mentorship. 


4:00 to 6:00 PM - GAME 
RAPTORS 905 VS AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS 


6:00 to 8:00 PM - PRESENTATION, Q&A, PICS 


GET INVOLVED! 


SPONSOR DONATE YOUR ORGANIZE A DONATE SHARE YOUR SPONSOR SHARE WITH 
THE EVENT SEASON TICKETS FUNDRAISER A PRIZE SWAG A YOUTH/MENTOR OTHERS 


#playgroundtoNBA 


416-302-8349 i Let’s Get Together! WW) ONTARIO 
info@letsgettogether.ca Yoh 4 Connecting parents, youth, and communitie ab 
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Pair nabbed in connection with Mississauga 


shooting 


by Alex Gregory 


A pair of Mississauga resi- 
dents were arrested last 
week in connection with the 
region’s 22nd homicide of 
2019, Peel Police have re- 
vealed. 

The arrests, revealed at a 
news conference Tuesday 
morning in Brampton, are 
related to the murder of 26 
year-old Mario Ibrahim, of 
Stouffville, who was shot 
while sitting in a vehicle out- 
side an apartment complex 
on Webb Drive on Oct. 22. 
Ibraham later succumbed to 
his injuries at the scene. 

The shooting was con- 
nected with another violent 
incident that occurred two 
days earlier, when Ibrahim 
and another passenger were 
near the Highway 401 of- 
framp to the Highway 427 at 
approximately 1:35 a.m. 
Their vehicle was ambushed 
by a dark-coloured SUV, 


which pulled up alongside 
them and fired several shots 
in the direction of the vehi- 
cle before fleeing. 

The Oct. 22 attack was 
“planned and premeditated”, 
said Inspector Martin Ott- 
away, who also gave details 
on further developments in 
the case. 

24 year-old’ Brandon 
Drakes-Simon, of Missis- 
sauga, was arrested on Dec. 
4 and charged in connection 
with Ibrahim’s death, while 
24 year-old Melnee Chris- 
tian, of Mississauga, was ar- 
rested with help from the 
Calgary Police Service. Police 
allege that Drakes-Simon 
was the one who _ shot 
Ibrahim. 

Investigators also believe 
that the case may be con- 
nected to a separate incident 
that occurred on Oct. 9, 
when the same SUV used in 


the homicide was spotted at 
a strip club located in the In- 
vader Crescent area. Accord- 
ing to Ottaway, several shots 
were fired and a female vic- 
tim was robbed around 1:41 
a.m. No injuries were re- 
ported by the victim. 

It is anticipated that fur- 
ther charges will be 
applied, and the inves- 
tigation is continuing, 
said Ottaway, who re- 
vealed that police are 
looking for 34 year-old 
Justin Malcolm, of 
Brampton, who _ is 
wanted in connection 
with the Oct. 9 inci- 
dent. 

“The success of this 
investigation __ illus- 
trates the connectivity 
of various incidents 
that happen in the 
community and also 
reflects the resolve 


that is required of our homi- 
cide bureau and to bring 
these investigations to a con- 
clusion,” Chief Nishan Dura- 
iappah said Tuesday. 

“The impact on the public 
is significant and requires a 
multi-faceted approach.” 


Justin Malcolm (Photo Courtesy 
of Pee! Police) 


Look for more coverage of Brampton’s Miracle on Main 
Street fundraiser on Page 19 of this week’s edition of Peel 


Weekly News! 


Brampton driver nabbed after RIDE run 


A Brampton man is on 
the hook after fleeing 
from OPP RIDE officers 
Monday evening. 

Caledon OPP revealed 
earlier this week that 
28 year-old Chris Per- 
sad, of Brampton, ar- 
rived at a RIDE 
checkpoint in the Bon- 
nelglen Farm Boulevard 
and Kennedy Road area 
around 10:25 p.m., and 
was suspected by offi- 
cers of driving under 


the influence of alcohol. 

Persad subsequently 
fled the RIDE check and 
travelled at high speed 
northbound on Kennedy 
before abandoning the 
vehicle near the King 
Street and McLaughlin 
Road area. Police con- 
tinued to pursue Persad 
on foot and eventually 
placed him under ar- 
rest. 

Persad is charged with 
16 separate infractions, 

g 


including dangerous 
driving, driving under 
the influence, failing to 
surrender his permit 
and insurance card, 
four counts of failing to 
comply with recogni- 
zance, refusing to com- 
ply with demands and 
fleeing police. 

Persad appeared in 
Orangeville court for a 
bail hearing earlier this 
week. 


Constable charged with sexual assault 


A Peel Police constable 
has been arrested and 
charged with sexual as- 
sault, the force revealed 
Tuesday. 

Cst. Daniel McAllister, 
aA 22-year veteran of the 
force, was arrested by in- 
vestigators from Peel Po- 
lice’s Professional 
Standards Bureau in con- 
nection with an investi- 
gation that began into his 
activities earlier this 
year. 

In March, the force said 
that a complaint was re- 
ceived from the Office of 
the Independent Police 
Review Director, alleging 


A SAFER COMMUNITY TOGETHER 


McAllister had sexually 
assaulted another indi- 
vidual. 

Anine-month investi- 
gation followed into the 
allegations, resulting in 
McAllister being charged 
with one count of sexual 
assault and one count of 
breach of trust. 

In a statement, Peel Po- 
lice Chief Nishan Dura- 
iappah said that every 
member of the force 
must be held accountable 
to their own actions. 

“Our members will be 
held responsible for their 
actions, as police officers 
we are held to a higher 


POLICE mi 


www.peslpolice.ca | 


| 
905-453-3311 


standard than those who 
we have been sworn to 
serve,” said Duraiappah. 
“Every member must un- 
derstand and appreciate 
the challenges and the 
need for transparency 
with members of our 


community.” 
Currently, McAllister is 
currently suspended 


from the force. He will 
appear in Brampton 
court for a bail hearing 
on Jan. 6, 2020, and a 
further Police Services 
Act investigation will fol- 
low once criminal pro- 
ceedings are completed. 
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Ontarians can’t afford all of their basic needs, 


reveals new Hunger Report 


A combination of chnages 
to the workforce, social as- 
sistance programs and 
labour laws are impacting 
the use of food banks across 
the province, including in 
Peel, a new report released 
earlier this week has re- 
vealed. 

The Hunger Report 2019, 
prepared by Feed Ontario, 
has revealed that between 
Apr. 1, 2018 and Mar. 31, 
2019, the province's food 
banks were accessed by 
510,438 individuals that vis- 
ited more than 3,059,000 
times throughout the year. 

The primary reason that 
an individual or family may 
need to obtain a food bank is 
that they do not have suffi- 
cient income to afford all of 
their basic necessities each 
month. 

According to the report, 
written by authors Amanda 
King and Ashley Quan, the 
agency says it believes the 


growing numbers are the 
result of a number of 
changes to the province’s 
workforce, including 
changes to types of jobs 
available to working-age 
adults, changes to Ontario’s 
labour laws, and changes to 
Ontario’s social assistance 
and worker support pro- 
grams. 

The majority of those 
seeking food bank assis- 
tance are Social Assistance, 
Employment Assistance, or 
Old Age Security recipients, 
who account for 24.4 per 
cent of food bank visitors. 

Of those who go to the 
food bank, 72 per cent are 
those who live in rented 
housing, and 15 per cent live 
in social housing. 

The demand here is from 
food banks to food seekers 
and not to street food tradi- 
tions, which can be seen 
separately at major inter- 
sections in cities such as 


Toronto, Mississauga and 
Brampton. 

Over the past three years, 
food banks has noted a new 
trend that a large number of 
people working full-time or 
part-time are being added to 
the need for food. 

Experts say precarious 
employment in creating this 
critical situation is due to 
weak employment law and 
lack of worker support pro- 
grams in Ontario. 

One measure of poverty 
found in Ontario is the Mar- 
ket Basket Measure (MBM), 
described in the Hunger Re- 
port. 

MBM is the theory is that 
poverty is a situation when 
a family is unable to meet 
the basic needs of housing, 
food, and other life, which is 
directly related to income. 

In 2018, the Government 
of Canada used MBM for the 
first time to define poverty. 
Official statistics show that 


one in seven Canadians live 
in poverty. 

According to statistics, the 
proportion of Ontario resi- 
dents aged 25 years to 29 
years has increased by 116 
per cent since 1976, while 
44 per cent of 55-59-year- 
olds are working part-time 
jobs. In the last two years, 
there has been an 88 per 
cent increase in the number 
of people who are forced to 
knock on food bank doors 
immediately after leaving 
work. 

These figures identify the 
reasons for filing a food 
bank presence that needs to 
be taken to eliminate it. 
Where the government 
needs to strengthen social 
assistance, generating per- 
manent and well-paid jobs 
can be a permanent solution 
to the problem. 

Food banks are intended 
to help societies with poli- 
cies that perpetuate food in- 


security. The problem isn't 
the food banks; they are a 
symptom, not a solution, to 
situations where lots of peo- 
ple can't afford to put even 
cheap, unhealthy food on 
their tables. 

The reason for those situ- 
ations are policies where 
people are not affords 
enough income to pay for 
even the basic necessities. 
Low minimum wages and 
income supports that main- 
tain people below the 
poverty line are two exam- 
ples of policies that serve to 
perpetuate the need for food 
banks. 

The whole idea of a food 
bank is an equal distribution 
of resources. Residents look- 
ing to get involved are en- 
couraged to participate in 
local food donation drives. 

The report can be ac- 
cessed by visiting fee- 
dontario.ca/hunger-report. 


Compensation, class sizes key sticking points in 


strike action 


Continued from Pg 1 


Compensation continues 
to be a sticking point be- 
tween both sides, with the 
teachers' union asking for a 
two per cent annual wage 
increase, while the province 
is aiming for a one per cent 
increase. 

Both parties are disagree- 
ing over the proposed im- 
pact to the province's line, 
with the union stating that 
the requested increases 
would cost $200 million, 
while the province states 
that the same increases 
would cost $1.5 billion over 
the next four years. 

During a press conference 
held Tuesday at Queen's 
Park, Lecce also claimed 
that the union's proposed 
demands would cost the 
province $7 billion over the 
next three years. 

Both the union and the 
province give slightly differ- 
ent figures for the average 
Ontario teacher's annual 
salary. According to AFP 
Factcheck, the figure lies in 
the $87,000-90,000 range. 

The issue of increased 
class sizes in high schools 
has also dominated discus- 
sions, with the proposed 


plan, announced by former 
education minister Lisa 
Thompason last spring, ask- 
ing for an average class size 
of 28, up from 22. 

The move caused a ripple 
effect throughout schools in 
Peel and beyond, with elec- 
tive courses being cancelled 
and job losses at school 
boards throughout the 
province. Ontario's financial 
accountability officer, Peter 
Weitman, said Monday that 
the province could save ap- 
proximately $900 million 
per year if it were to pursue 
their original plan, though it 
appears that the proposal 
has been softened to an av- 
erage of 25 per class. 

Teachers have said any in- 
crease in class sizes will 
compromise the quality of 
the education system, and 
the OSSTF is pushing back 
against the proposed 
changes in bargaining. 

In a statement Wednes- 
day, provincial NDP leader 
Andrea Horwath called out 
Premier Doug Ford for fo- 
cusing on cuts while ignor- 
ing the needs of teachers 
and parents. 

"This government has 
been laser-focused on one 
thing, and that is making 


classroom cuts and blaming 
anybody but themselves for 
the fallout," she — said. 
"Teachers, students, and 
parents have all been clear... 
cancel the cuts." 

Horwath's sentiments 
were also echoed by Green 
Party leader Mike Schreiner 
earlier this week. "If the 
government would reverse 
their cuts, then we could 
have a good-faith negotia- 
tion around - salaries," 
Schreiner said. "The govern- 
ment is trying to use com- 
pensation as a way to 
deflect from the real cuts to 
education." 

OSSTF said that it had it 
made it clear to the province 
that they would postpone 
the strike and agree to 
third-party arbitration if the 
planned class size changes 
were reversed and manda- 
tory online learning courses 
were scrapped. 

Bischof said that the 
union’s next response will 
depend on the province’s ac- 
tions, and said they haven’t 
ruled out the possibility of 
further strike actions. "It's 
one that I hope we never 
have to get to,” he said. 
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Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Column 


Last week, Brampton coun- 
cil voted to declare the month 
of December as "Christian 
Heritage Month," leading 
some councillors to voice 
their concern that the city's 
municipal government has 
its priorities wrong. 

Some church representa- 
tives demanded from council 
that December should be cel- 
ebrated as "Christian Her- 
itage Month". It is the most 
important month for Christi- 
anity because of Christmas, 
they said. 

It is understood that a fur- 
ther reason behind this de- 
mand is that some groups felt 
that because April is cele- 
brated as "Sikh Heritage 
Month" (announced in 2013) 
and November as "Hindu 
Heritage Month", as an- 
nounced just last month, 
then a "Christian Heritage 
Month" becomes mandatory. 

Council unanimously ap- 
proved the Christian month. 
On one level, this is a natural 
process, but Wards 3 & 4 re- 
gional councillor Martin 
Medeiros says it is important 
to consider how long the 


council will focus its atten- 
tion on the wrong priorities, 
namely its cultural support 
or recognition for various 
groups. 

"T think we have to be very 
cautious of the encroachment 
and the way that we're really 
blurring the lines,” said 
Medeiros last week. “Ulti- 
mately, constitutionally, we 
are a democratic system with 
a separation between state 
and religion. As much as we 
respect all religions, that's 
not our function, and right 
now, I think we're blurring 
the lines. The time and effort 
on all these sorts of religious 
and cultural things, to a cer- 
tain degree, is political pan- 
dering.” 

At the same time, one dele- 
gate, former council hopeful 
Sam Kunjicka, said the cur- 
rent lack of recognition for 
Christianity is correlated to 
such societal ills as crime, 
lack of education, and "eco- 
nomic and moral decline." 

The motion was presented 
by Wards 7 & 8 city council- 
lor Charmaine Williams, and 
supported by several delega- 
tions from churches around 
the city. 

In the past, racial tensions 
have ignited over everything 
from permit battles for a new 
temple to fireworks regula- 
tions for Diwali. Brampton 
will also be hosting its first 
Diwali fireworks next year, 


in 2020. An Anti-Sikh flyer 
distributed by an immigra- 
tion reform group called Im- 
migration Watch, entitled 
'The Changing Face of 
Brampton’, and asking resi- 
dents, 'Is This Really What 
You Want?', sparked outrage 
among the Sikh community. 
Another flyer, distributed in 
Mar. 2015, warned of the 
city's dwindling 'European' 
population, implying the de- 
cline was a result of "white 
genocide." 

Medeiros obviously meant 
that council's primary task 
was to provide basic services 
in the city - and if the council 
was involved in issues sur- 
rounding religious festivals, 
road naming, and so on, who 
would do the work of the 
public? 

Remember that when a 
road in Brampton was named 
after Guru Nanak, both 
Medeiros and Wards 7 &8 
city councillor Pat Fortini 
raised questions about it in 
council meetings. 

It is noteworthy that a sec- 
tion of Peter Robertson 
Boulevard was named after 
Guru Nanak Dev. At the time, 
along with these two council- 
lors, former Mayor Peter 
Robertson objected as well. 

Robertson called the road's 
naming a "dreadful and dan- 
gerous" trend. 

The issue of religion 
Medeiros has raised is a seri- 


ous one, but instead of pro- 
posing a solution, he appears 
to be silent on next steps. 

Instead, he has now voted 
in favour of a "Christian 
month of December," arguing 
he does not want to favour 
one community over another. 
For him, everyone is the 
same. 

I feel this is a political 
copout. Politicians prefer to 
keep arguing about contro- 
versial issues, rather than 
trying to resolve them. One of 
the reasons for Medeiros’ 
support for this latest “Chris- 
tian Heritage Month” could 
be that his eye is on securing 
a certain community’s votes. 

I also feel that to get a bet- 
ter grasp of this overall situ- 
ation, the central role religion 
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Is Brampton council focusing on the right priorities? 


plays in human life needs to 
be revisited. 

Whatever the faith, the 
fundamental principle of 
each is 'love' and ‘peace’. Fur- 
ther, the central tenet of 
Canada as a country is secu- 
larism and multiculturalism. 

An excellent example that 
uses both of these principles 
for the good of humanity can 
be found in the long-running 
and ever-popular Carabram, 
Brampton’s annual multicul- 
tural festival. 

Throughout Carabram, 
stalls from different coun- 
tries are featured that people 
from all walks of life journey 
and enjoy. 

Along the same lines 
should be observed a week in 
the year during which differ- 


ent religions send a message 
to establish their presence, 
strengthening their sense of 
religious tolerance. 

Political leaders may be 
right in their way to declare 
a Heritage Month for every 
month of the year, consider- 
ing the narrow viewpoint of 
politics. But the best move for 
every city government that 
wants to emphasize its ap- 
pearance of neutrality would 
be to avoid recognizing reli- 
gious heritage altogether - to 
focus, as Medeiros suggests, 
on running a city. 


Brampton-based Surjit 
Singh Flora is a veteran jour- 
nalist and freelance writer. He 
is a popular media commen- 
tator on current affairs. 


Deadline to 
nominate is 
January 20, 2020 


For more information on how to nominate someone, visit 


www.brampton.ca/citizensawards 
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INVITES YOU 


TO JOIN OUR 
CHRISTMAS OPEN 


HOUSE 
WITH A SPECIAL GUEST 


Our office is collecting items for: 


In support of women fleeing 
precarious life situations 


Suggested items to include: socks, 
mittens,hand warmers, nutfree chocolate, 
cough drops,multivitamins, body&hand 
lotion, brush, shampoo, conditioner, nail 
polish, gift cards ( tim hortons, 
shoppers,etc.)-please include amount, 
subway tokens, color books, journals, 
supportive message 


DEC. 15 ¢ 12:30 PM-3PM 


MISSISSAUGA,ON,L5R 3K7 


Light Refreshments will be served 
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Agency selected for Malton Man arrested in Mississauga 


community hub 


A planned community hub 
has found its lead agency. 

The City of Mississauga an- 
nounced Wednesday evening 
that Services and Housing in 
the Province (SHIP) would be 
the new operator and man- 
ager of the Malton Commu- 
nity Hub, which will see a 
decommissioned pool build- 
ing converted into a space for 
community programs. 

The project, which was ini- 
tiated last year by Ward 5 
councillor Carolyn Parrish, 
aims to replace the proposed 
building, located beside Lin- 
coln Alexander Secondary 
School in Malton, with a facil- 
ity that includes drop-in pro- 
grams and space for social 
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service agencies operating in 
the region. 

According to statistics re- 
vealed last year at Peel Re- 
gional Council, approximately 
26 per cent of the commu- 
nity’s residents between the 
ages of 19-28 are not cur- 
rently involved in afterschool 
programs, due to costs and 
transportation needs. 

The space, which is approx- 
imately 12,000 square feet 
with the potential to expand 
further, would open up addi- 
tional opportunities and serv- 
ices for local residents, 
Parrish said Wednesday. 

“Having this type of space is 
so important to building a 
strong community and to bet- 


i ; 


ter support our youth,” Par- 
rish said. 

SHIP, one of the largest sup- 
portive service and housing 
providers in the country, will 
manage and operate the hub. 
The project is tentatively 
planned to begin the design 
process next year, with con- 
struction and opening of the 
facility planned for 2021. 

The city is looking forward 
to working with SHIP as the 
lead agency, said recreation 
director Shari Lichterman, 
Director, Recreation. “We will 
work collaboratively with the 
community and SHIP to iden- 
tify additional agencies and 
services for the hub,” she said. 


, 


trafficking investigation 


A 40 year-old Toronto 
man is under arrest in 
connection with a 
human trafficking in- 
vestigation that  oc- 
curred in Mississauga, 
Peel Police’s Vice Unit 
revealed last week. 

Investigators from the 
Vice Unit said that the 
investigation stemmed 
from the discovery of a 
17 year-old female vic- 
tim who was being ex- 
ploited in the sex trade 


over a two-month pe- 
riod by the suspect, 
who had control over 
all aspects of her life 
and financially profited 
from the situation. 
Last Thursday, Khu- 
mane Agil, of Toronto, 
was arrested and 
charged with a number 
of offences, including 
trafficking a person 
under the age of 18, as- 
sault, uttering threats, 
robbery and exercising 


control over a prosti- 
tute, among others. 

Agil appeared in 
Brampton court last 
Friday for a bail hear- 
ing. Investigators be- 
lieve other witnesses 
and/or victims may be 
connected to the case. 

Residents with infor- 
mation regarding the 
case are asked to call 
Peel Police’s Vice Unit 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3555. 
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Caledon tourism organization Registered nurse receives 


closes up shop 


After 25 years, that’s a 
wrap. 

Headwaters Tourism, 
the tourism marketing 
organization that served 
the Caledon area, an- 
nounced Friday that it 
would be closing perma- 
nently at the end of the 
month, with efforts being 
refocused towards the 
Town’s Economic Devel- 
opment and Tourism pro- 
gram. 

In a statement, the or- 
ganization stated that 
change and expansion 
within the tourism indus- 
try, particularly in Cale- 


Mayor Allan Thompson & Council invite you to the 


don, played a part in the 
decision to close their 
doors. 

“(Headwaters) has been 
successful in the creation 
of popular marketing 
campaigns over the years 
and has been recognized 
with many provincial and 
national awards. Their 
achievements would not 
have been possible with- 
out the success of their 
tourism businesses and 
partners.” 

Earlier this fall, the or- 
ganization’s board an- 
nounced that it would be 
finalizing its strategy for 
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the 2020 season, bring- 
ing in local business own- 
ers Bill Gillam and Ross 
Millar as the new chair 
and vice-chair, respec- 
tively, replacing Maria 
Britto and Elaine Capes. 
In a statement Friday, 
the Town said that it will 
continue to support 
tourism businesses and 
partners through the 
Economic Development 
and Tourism program, 
and encouraged opera- 
tors to reach out to its 
Tourism & Culture Offi- 
cer for more information. 


16TH ANNUAL 


For more information visit: 


caledon.ca/recreation 
or call 905-584-2272 x.7327 


coveted international award 


Brampton Civic Hospital 
employee Gwendolyn 
Williams Brown picked up 
a prestigious honour 
Wednesday, as she re- 
ceived the Joan Lesmond 
Internationally Educated 
Nurse (IEN) of the Year 
2019 Award for her work 
as a registered nurse. 

The annual awards, 
given by the CARE Centre 
for IENs, recognize mem- 
ber who are nominated by 
their peers and employers 
for the contributions they 
bring to Ontario health- 
care. The awards are 
named after the late Dr. 


Joan Lesmond, a nursing 
leader who championed di- 
versity and inclusion. 

Williams works at 
William Osler Health Sys- 
tem’s (Osler) Brampton 
Civic Hospital in the Coro- 
nary Care Unit. Osler also 
nominated Williams for 
the Clinical Leadership 
Award of Excellence in 
2013. 

“Being selected is a great 
honor,” said Williams dur- 
ing the award ceremony, 
which was held Wednes- 
day afternoon at the hospi- 
tal. “I am deeply humbled 
and grateful for the sup- 


port received from family, 
friends, and colleagues, 
who have made this possi- 
ble.” 

Williams has been recog- 
nized for her dedication 
and support of other pa- 
tients, said Jane deLacy, 
associate vice president, 
clinical programs. 

“This award is a notable 
achievement that demon- 
strates Gwendolyn’s tire- 
less efforts to pursue her 
passion for nursing and 
her commitment to deliv- 
ering safe, compassionate 
care to patients and their 
families,” deLacy said. 


Analysis 
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In abortion debate, children should not pay for parents’ mistakes 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Earlier this year, I spoke 
about the Canadian govern- 
ment’s response to abortion 
being outlawed in Alabama, 
and how abortion laws are 
treated abroad. 

In principle, Sikhism does 
not view abortion favorably. 
In fact, it takes an extreme 
position against abortion, as 
the process of bringing life is 
considered as God's work, 
and one should not deliber- 
ately interfere in it. 

Historically, Sikh Gurus has 
taken a strong view against 
people who used to kill their 
daughters at birth, as Indian 
society’s preference is a phe- 
nomenon characterized by a 
higher valuation of male ver- 
sus female children, a trend- 
manifested through 
discriminatory behaviors in 
the prenatal or postnatal pe- 
riod. 

While the phenomenon is 
well-researched in India, lim- 
ited research and attention 
has been given to the persist- 
ence of “son preference” ide- 
ology among the growing 
Indian immigrant population 
in North America. 

This dissertation explores 
what the male and female 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


perspectives of son prefer- 
ence and daughter neglect are 
among Punjabi Sikh immi- 
grants in North America, and 
what professionals have en- 
countered concerning the 
phenomenon. 

This study utilized qualita- 
tive research methods to col- 
lect data from members of the 
Punjabi Sikh community. 

The Sikh Research Institute 
(sikhri.org), located in 
Bridgewater, New Jersey 
State, USA, conducted a re- 
port on the research on Sikh 
religion and abortion. 

To complete this research, a 
survey was used, based on re- 
sponses from 1277 people 
from 28 countries, including 
India, the United States, and 
Canada, who described them- 
selves as being self-taught. 

The institute was keen to 
perform this critical study. 
According to Dr. Pritpal 
Singh, a director of the Re- 
search Institute, abortion 
laws in the US and other 
countries are changing rap- 
idly, making the issue of abor- 
tion even more critical. 

There is one thing made 
clear in the report - that there 
is a difference between the 
risk of abortion and the 
killing of a baby after birth. In 
past years, there has been a 
negative discussion about 
abortion in the context of the 
Sikh community in Punjab 
and other countries, espe- 
cially in Canada-US. 

That is why, in the Sikh 


community, the practice of 
abolishing girls by abortion is 
practiced to a remarkable 
level. 

According to the survey, 
three things that Sikhs take 
into account regarding abor- 
tion are direct, science, and 
personal life experiences. The 
report states that although 
abortion, with the consent of 
the Sikh Holy book and Sikh 
Code of conduct of God, is 
considered a fetus, the major- 
ity of the respondents said 
that human life begins after 
conception. 

36.6 per cent believed that 
Abortion could be a risk to 
both the mother and the 
fetus, while 18.7 per cent said 
that abortion was done due to 
rape or incest. 

Besides, the desire to lead a 
comfortable life (16.6 per 
cent) and financial hardship 
(16.2 per cent) were consid- 
ered. Surprisingly, only 12.6 
per cent of the boys consid- 
ered gender selection as the 
cause of abortion. 

The report does raise some 
questions. 18 per cent of re- 
spondents believe that abor- 
tions are the result of rape or 
financial relations between 
relatives, to some extent, 
proving that rape and family 
money relationships are a fact 
in the Sikh community. 

Only 12 per cent say that it 
is surprising that abortion 
males are born as a priority, 
whereas in Punjab, only 862 
girls are born per 1,000 boys, 
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whereas by nature, the birth 
rate is slightly higher than 
males. 

According to the report, 
64.6 per cent admitted that 
the decision to have an abor- 
tion was taken by a pregnant 
mother, but the report on the 
family's role in the practice of 
eliminating girls in the womb 
is hidden. 

The report has presented 
several good recommenda- 
tions that depend on whether 
or not the Sikh community 
adopts them. One important 
suggestion is to seek medical 
and psychological help to de- 
cide on an abortion. Before 
making a decision, practical 
advice should be obtained 
from a qualified scholar or so- 
cial worker. 

The question is how many 
qualifying groups outside 
Punjab will be capable of giv- 
ing knowledgeable and scien- 
tific advice about this 
important decision in life and 
landing on the science test. 

The report recommends 
that Sikh organizations create 
resources to educate youth on 
the Sikh concepts regarding 
sexuality, as well as encour- 
age parents to inform youth 
about abortion procedures, 
and to be open-minded in- 
stead of giving specific pro- 
fessional advice. 

The question is - how many 
Sikh organizations are capa- 
ble and willing to take on this 
complex challenge? 

The majority of respon- 


dents were in the age range of 
26-39, followed by the age 
range of 19-25. Those over 
the age of 60 (perhaps due to 
the nature of the online sur- 
vey) and those under 18 (per- 
haps due to channels that the 
survey was marketed 
through) constituted the 
smallest proportion of re- 
spondents. 

In the first question, re- 
spondents were asked to se- 
lect the option which 
personally informs them per- 
spective on abortion. They 
were given various opportu- 
nities to rank their responses. 

Abortion is a common re- 
productive care procedure, 
experienced by 31 per cent of 
Canadian women during their 
lifespan. 

Federal legislation includes 
a requirement for each 
provincial and _ territorial 
health system to provide 
abortion services. 

Each of the 13 provinces 
and territories determines 
both health policy and health 
services for their own juris- 
diction. Despite the legisla- 
tion, abortion service 
availability is thought to vary 
within and among Canadian 
health systems. 

The abortion rate among 
women aged 15-44 is 13.1 per 
1,000. The abortion rate per 
the estimated percentage of 
abortions at 21+ weeks is 
0.66 per cent. Close to 14.8 
per cent of hospital abortions 
are done after 12 weeks. 


The sex ratio in South Asian 
populations within Canada 
suggests that the practice of 
gender selection through 
abortion — which is known to 
occur in India — is also being 
practiced in Canada. 

The latest study, published 
in the Journal of Epidemiol- 
ogy and Community Health, 
shows the gender imbalance 
persists even for the next gen- 
eration of mothers, including 
those who have lived in 
Canada most of their lives. 

In countries where abortion 
remains unsafe, it is a leading 
cause of maternal mortality. 
Women who have unsafe 
abortions are at risk of severe 
and life-threatening medical 
problems, including "incom- 
plete abortion, hemorrhage, 
infection, uterine perforation 
and damage to the genital 
tract and internal organs." 

Around seven million 
women are admitted to hospi- 
tals every year for complica- 
tions from unsafe abortions. 
Between 4.7-13.2 per cent of 
maternal deaths can be at- 
tributed to unsafe abortions. 

Abortion has been used to 
kill female babies in the 
womb by some families in 
Punjab, but some individuals 
in North America have taken 
this route as well. Even in the 
time of the Gurus, there 
would be female infanticide. 

The Gurus condemned it. 
The child should not be pun- 
ished for the mistakes of its 
parents. 
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Brampton business fined after worker injured 


A Brampton-based 
module assembly com- 
pany is on the hook after 
it was charged with not 
implementing safety pro- 
cedures, resulting in a 
worker accident last year. 

The court case is re- 
lated to an incident that 
took place on July 12, 
2018, when a worker was 
operating on an assembly 
line at Android-Brampton 
LLC’s facility on Precidio 
Court. 

The worker was pres- 
ent at an assembly line 
that installed half-shafts 
into Fiat-Chrysler model 
vehicles. The worker 
would accomplish their 
task by using a device 
called the Knight Air Lift 
Assist, a pneumatic arm 
that is used to pick up 
items from _ shipping 
boxes and place them on 
an installation fixture on 
the assembly line. 

The device is typically 
suspended from an over- 
head bridge (which in- 


cludes a crane bridge). 

On the day of the inci- 
dent, the worker was 
using the life-assist de- 
vice when the southern 
end of the crane bridge 
/horizontal beam de- 
tached from the left side 
overhead trolley assem- 
bly and fell. 

This caused the pneu- 
matic device and at- 
tached Knight Air Lift 
Assist device to fall and 
strike the worker. The 
worker was hospitalized 
afterwards. 

A subsequent investiga- 
tion by the (then) Min- 
istry of Labour revealed 
that the secondary re- 
straint cable holding the 
crane bridge to the trol- 
ley had snapped. 

Indentation marks on 
the body of the trolley 
showed that a secondary 
restraint cable had held 
the weight of the crane 
bridge for some time be- 
fore snapping. 

The investigation later 


determined that failure 
of the crane was a recur- 
ring event, dating back to 
a previous overhead 
crane failure in 2017. The 
Ministry ruled that An- 
droid-Brampton had not 
implemented measures 


to prevent this failure 
from recurring. 

Android-Brampton pled 
guilty to the incident, and 
was subsequently fined 
$65,000 Tuesday in 
Brampton court. 

The company was also 


ordered to pay a 25 per 
cent victim fine  sur- 
charge, as required by 
the Provincial Offences 
Act. 

In the court’s ruling, 
Android-Brampton was 
noted as having failed to 


ensure that the trolley as- 
sembly eyebolt connec- 
tors and stop plates on 
the crane bridge were 
maintained in good con- 
dition, contrary to sec- 
tion 25(1)(b) of the act.. 


Share holiday happiness with T'wo under arrest after 


the homeless this winter 


ANew Brunswick-based 
charity is asking residents 
across the country to help 
share holiday happiness 
with the homeless, via the 
launch of a new campaign. 

BullyingCanada is looking 
for individuals willing to 
lend a hand by writing a 
card to homeless or recover- 


ing people to help them this 
holiday season. 

To get involved, residents 
can visit 
BullyingCanada.ca/Home- 
lessHoliday for details on 
how to write and send in 
greeting cards. 


BullyingCanada Inc is 


Canada’s premier—and first 


youth-created—anti-bully- 
ing charity. 

Founded by Rob Benn- 
Frenette, O.N.B. and Katie 
Thompson (Neu) in 2006, 
the charity has served hun- 
dreds of thousands of youth 
across the country by, 
amongst other initiatives, 
providing individual sup- 
port, extensive resources, 
case management, scholar- 
ships, and presentations to 
schools and organizations. 

In astatement released 
Tuesday, the charity said 
that it is important to re- 
mind homeless residents 
that society values them, 
which spurred the initiative 
to collect greeting cards on 
their behalf then route 
them, and any care package 
donations, to them. 

Residents who would like 
to take part in the initiative 
can send the cards (and any 
items they wish to have in- 
cluded in care packages) to 
the Cards for the Homeless 
initiative (471 Smythe 
StHCeh ue OL Oxan2 70095 
Fredericton, NB, E3B 9M1). 


firearms and drugs found 


Officers from 12 Divi- 
sion have charged a 28 
year-old man and a 26 
year-old woman from 
Mississauga with drug 
and firearm related of- 
fences. 

On Nov. 25 at approxi- 
mately 10:30 p.m., offi- 
cers conducted a traffic 


stop for a Highway 
Traffic Act offence in 
the Britannia and 


Kennedy Road area in 
Mississauga. Further in- 


vestigation resulted in 
both occupants of the 
vehicle being charged 
with drug and firearm 
related offences. 

The 28 year-old man 
and the 26 year-old 
woman from Missis- 
sauga have been 
charged with a number 
of offences, including 
possession with intent 
to traffic, possession of 
a prohibited device and 
tampering with the se- 


rial number of a 
firearm, among others. 

The two suspects ap- 
peared in Brampton 
court for a bail hearing 
Tuesday morning. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion pertaining to the 
matter is asked to con- 
tact 12 Division Crimi- 
nal Investigation 
Bureau at (905) 453- 
3311, ext. 1233. 
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Brampton/Etobicoke announced as new health team 


The province’s newest 
health team is taking shape. 

Brampton South MPP 
Prabmeet Sarkaria  an- 
nounced last week that the 
Brampton/Etobicoke would 
be one of the province’s 
newest teams under the On- 
tario Health Team banner, 
following a similar an- 
nouncement by Health Min- 
ister Christine Elliott earlier 
this month in Mississauga. 

The Brampton/Etobicoke 
team is one of the first 24 
teams to be established in 
the province, part of a plan 
announced earlier this year 
to refine and consolidate 
local health integration 
agencies. 

The team is planned to be 
one of the largest in Ontario, 
with 186 members, includ- 
ing 144 physicians/physi- 
cian groups. 

The health team will serve 
approximately 900,000 
people throughout Bra- 
malea, Brampton, Etobicoke 
Malton and West Wood- 
bridge area. 

Sarkaria, who was backed 
by fellow MPP Amarjot 
Sandhu at the Queen Square 
Family Health offices in 
Brampton this past Friday, 
said the new team will bring 
quality healthcare to the 
community and address 


pressing concerns with re- 
gards to wait times. 

“Families across Bramp- 
ton deserve the sort of qual- 
ity health care our growing 
and vibrant community 
needs,” said Sarkaria. “We 
(are) moving one step closer 
to ending hallway health 
care for Bramptonians, and 
improving health outcomes 
for patients throughout our 
community.” 

Sarkaria’s remarks were 
echoed by Sandhu, who said 
that the initiative offers a 
community-based health 
care delivery model that 
connects patients with pri- 
mary care and hospitals, 
mental _health/addiction 


supports and other critical 
healthcare services. 
“(We’re) planning to im- 
plement a new model of or- 
ganizing and _ delivering 
health care that better con- 
nects patients and providers 
in their communities to im- 
prove patient outcomes in 
the region,” said Sandhu. 
Anew central hub will be 
available 24/7 for patients 
to call into, and will be 
staffed by health care pro- 
fessionals who can give de- 
tails and resources 


regarding health, commu- 
nity, home care and social 
services available in Peel. 
“This is a tremendous op- 
portunity as a community of 


health partners to come to- 
gether to build a more con- 
nected system that enables 
better access and coordina- 
tion to services for our pa- 
tients, and ensures we all 
have the right information 
easily accessible to help 
make better care decisions,” 
said William Osler Health 
System’s executive vice 
president of clinical opera- 
tions, Kiki Ferrari. “It’s an 
exciting time for this com- 
munity as local health part- 
ners lead the way in 
transforming the system 
and ensuring more inte- 
grated, connected care 
across the region.” 

The new initiative will 


also help create new part- 
nerships focused on improv- 
ing access and coordination 
of care, said Neil Shah, the 
executive director of Queen 
Square Family Health Team. 

“Our OHT's approach 
builds on the family health 
team model, coupling family 
physician care with the nec- 
essary team to support pa- 
tients to thrive in the home 
and community.” 

In a statement, the 
province said that Bramp- 
ton/Etobicoke and Area 
partners will continue to 
work together to develop 
the new model of care for 
the OHT, and put an imple- 
mentation plan into place. 


“Today’s announcement 
demonstrates the promise of 
more seamless, integrated 
care for the region and is ex- 
cellent news for patients, 
families and care providers,” 
said Gordon Newman, a Pa- 
tient and Family Advisor for 
the Brampton/North Etobi- 
coke and Area OHT. 

“Moving to implement the 
integrated care hub is a sig- 
nificant step toward con- 
necting patients with the 
services they need - finan- 
cial, employment, educa- 
tion, housing or otherwise - 
to ensure their health and 
wellness needs are met.” 


New drug aims to treat recurring multiple sclerosis 


A Mississauga-base _ bio- 
pharmaceutical firm has 
completed negotiations with 
a major Canadian drug al- 
liance for a new drug that 
aims to treat relapsing-re- 
curring multiple sclerosis. 

EMD Serono, the biophar- 
maceutical business of 
Merck KGaA, announce 
Tuesday that the negotia- 
tions were completed with 
the pan-Canadian Pharma- 
ceutical Alliance (pCPA) re- 
garding Mavenclad, which 
was approved by Health 
Canada in Nov. 2017 and 
aids in the treatment of pa- 
tients who have relapsing- 
recurring multiple sclerosis 
(RRMS) - namely, delaying 
the progression of disability. 

Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is 
a degenerative autoimmune 


disease in which the sheath 
around the nerves in the 
brain and spinal cord are in- 
flamed and often damaged. 
It is estimated that approxi- 
mately 2.3 million people 
have MS worldwide, with 
Canada having one of the 
highest rates of MS in the 
world (one in 385 people). 

While symptoms vary, the 
most common symptoms of 
MS include extreme fatigue, 
lack of coordination, weak- 
ness, tingling, impaired sen- 
sation, vision problems, 
bladder problems, cognitive 
impairment and mood 
changes. The relapsing 
forms of MS are the most 
common type at the time of 
diagnosis. 

EMD has signed a letter of 
intent with the pharmaceu- 


tical alliance, which will 
help the company work with 
participating jurisdictions to 
implement public funding of 
Mavenclad for eligible pa- 
tients, which is currently re- 
imbursed by most private 
drug insurance plans, the 
company said in a state- 
ment. 

"We're excited to complete 
the pCPA negotiations and 
reach an agreement on the 
terms of public reimburse- 
ment for Mavenclad," said 
Gaby Murphy, the president 
and managing director of 
EMD Serono, Canada. "We 
look forward to working 
with participating jurisdic- 
tions to achieve the timely 
listing of Mavenda by their 
respective public drug plans, 
and ensure broader access 


to this treatment option for 
Canadians living with MS." 

Murphy’s comments were 
echoed by Dr. Ji-Won Oh, a 
neurologist at the St. 
Michael’s Hospital MS Clinic 
in Toronto. 

"Canada has one of the 
highest rates of MS [multi- 
ple sclerosis] in the world... 
we are fortunate to have 
new and innovative MS 
drugs approved by Health 
Canada for optimal MS 
management,” said Oh. “Pa- 
tients need access to new 
treatment options, and it is 
encouraging that Mavenclad 
is now a step closer to being 
available to Canadian RRMS 
patients who receive their 
benefits from public drug 
plans." 

The drug is a short-course 


oral therapy that selectively 
and periodically targets 
lymphocytes thought to be 
integral to the pathological 
process of relapsing MS. It 
has been approved in 70 


© MAVENCLAD"10 mg 


tablets 
cladribine 


Oral use. 


Read the package leaflet before use. 
Cytotoxic: Handle with caution. 


countries including the 
United States, European 
Union (EU), Australia and 
Switzerland, for various re- 
lapsing MS indications. 
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Bolton physiotherapy centre celebrates grand opening 


On Dec. 8, APTI Physio- 
therapy & Sports Rehab 
celebrated their grand 
opening. Ravi Raghuvan- 
shi spoke about the busi- 
ness and why he is 
locating in Caledon. 


Q) Tell us about your 
business. 

A) APTI is a state of the 
art physiotherapy clinic 
with experienced practi- 
tioners using hands on 
manual therapy and a 
patient centered  ap- 
proach. 

We work with profes- 
sional athletes as well as 
anyone experiencing 
joint or muscle pain. Our 
focus is to get people 
feeling and performing 
at their best. 

We do this by ensuring 
a precise evaluation of an 
injury, along with accu- 
rate data collection and 
analysis, visual biofeed- 
back analysis, it takes the 
guesswork out of the 
equation. 

Complete record-keep- 
ing enables continuity of 
treatment and we do spe- 
cific training programs 
for every fitness goal. 
Our aim is to help people 


recover faster and per- 
form better than ever be- 
fore. 

We offer physiotherapy, 
athletic therapy, posture 
correction, injury pre- 
vention programs, and 
sports specific fitness 
training. 


Q) How and/or why did 
you get into the busi- 
ness? 

A) My wife and I immi- 
grated here three years 
ago. We are both profes- 
sional physiotherapists. 

After clearing my phys- 
iotherapy license’ in 
Canada two years ago, I 
started working with a 
private clinic. I realized 
there is so much more to 
do than conventional 
physiotherapy. 

I have always been 
working with — sports 
teams and professional 
athletes. I enrolled with 
sports physio Canada 
and feel that I can con- 
tribute so much to up- 
grade the profession and 
educate people about the 
things an effective phys- 
iotherapy can do to im- 
prove their quality of life. 


Q) Why are you locat- 
ing your business in 
Caledon? 

A) I got a lot of support 
and encouragement from 
the Bolton Wanderers 
soccer club to set up a 
state of the art facility in 
Caledon. 

The residents of Cale- 
don are very welcoming 
and friendly and have a 
very in-depth awareness 
of fitness and health. 
What better place than 
Caledon to put my vision 
to reality? 


Q) What advice would 
you give to a new busi- 
ness owner? 

A) My advice to any 
new business owner is to 
follow your passion and 
work hard to make it a 
reality. Don’t fear failure, 
if you are passionate 
about what you do and 
what you believe in, 
sooner or later you will 
succeed. 


APTI Physiotherapy & 
Sports Rehab is located 
at 30 Martha Street, 
Suite 206, in Bolton. For 
more information, call 
(905) 780-3334. 


——_ — 
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Accessibility and Inclusiveness Focus of Idea Jam 


On Saturday, Nov. 30, the 
City of Mississauga hosted 
the SMRTCTY Idea Jam in 
collaboration with the Mis- 
sissauga Library. 

The event brought the 
community together to ex- 
plore ways of using technol- 
ogy to make the City’s 
services more accessible and 
inclusive. 

At the event, teams were 
challenged to come up with 
ideas on how digital screens 
could be used to improve ac- 
cessibility and inclusion at 
the City. 

After spending the day 
working on their ideas, 
teams pitched their ideas to 
a panel of judges which in- 
cluded a_ representative 
from the City, ICUBE UTM 
and CNIB. The ideas were 


evaluated based on their 
consideration of accessibil- 
ity and inclusion, feasibility, 
creativity and whether the 
ideas were citizen-focused. 

Mississauga Open Doors 
Assistant (MODA) won first 
place for their online instant 
messaging platform allow- 
ing residents to get real- 
time answers to their 
questions about City pro- 
grams and services. Their 
app could also be used to 
open accessible doors to 
avoid having to push a but- 
ton. 

MiPass won second place 
for their smartphone app al- 
lowing residents to send in- 
formation to a bus driver 
prior to boarding a bus (e.g. 
having a bike, needing a 
wheelchair lift). 


Inclusive Transit won 
third place for their smart- 
phone app allowing resi- 
dents to receive real-time 
information while they wait 
for their bus (e.g. estimated 
arrival time) in accessible 
text or audio format. 

Participants were also 
treated to a talk from Mi- 
crosoft Accessibility Lead 
Ricardo Wagner and got to 
learn more about how the 
City is improving accessibil- 
ity in Mississauga from pre- 
sentations by the 
Mississauga Library and the 
City’s Accessibility Special- 
ist. 

For more _ information 
about SMRTCTY Missis- 
sauga, visit smartcity.mis- 
sissauga.ca. 


A Caledon Success Story: Benson Steel 


The following is an edited 
version of a story published 
by the Town of Caledon: 


Stephen Benson, President 
and CEO of Benson Steel, re- 
cently sat down to talk about 
his family and business. 


Q) What is your business? 

A) Benson Steel is a fabrica- 
tor of structural steel for 
heavy structures like hospi- 
tals, arenas, airports. We also 
do miscellaneous metals and 
metal deck and we’ve just 
moved into supplying timber 
and glass as a complementary 
item to our clients on specific 
projects. 


Q) Do you do design work? 

A) Typically, the owner 
would hire their own consult- 
ant team. However, there are 
times that we work to create 
value engineering alternates 
for the engineering consult- 
ing team to review due to our 
vast construction experience 
and the ability to find better 
ways to build. 

We have done design on oc- 
casion, but prefer to assist the 
owner’s consultants. 


Q) Give us a little history, 
when was Benson Steel es- 
tablished? 

A)I’m actually the third 
generation in the steel busi- 
ness. The family has been in 
the steel business for a long 
time but hadn’t had their own 
company. 

In 1979 my mom and dad 


decided they could service the 
business better by having 
their own goals and stan- 
dards in place, they wanted to 
start their own steel fabrica- 
tion company. Benson Steel 
opened on Sep. 4, 1980. 

We have been very fortu- 
nate to have great team mem- 
bers. We’ve had great hires 
that have stayed with us for 
many years. 

We have a real family foun- 
dation, but we are not amom 
and pop shop. Our buyers are 
sophisticated: PCL, Aecon, 
Oxford, Cadillac Fairview, air- 
ports around the world etc - 
they need to be confident that 
they are working with a vi- 
able construction company. 

Our philosophy has always 
been on partnering, under- 
standing our clients and their 
goals, knowing that if we 
don’t supply a solution to 
meet their needs someone 
else will. 

We're very proud to be en- 
tering out 4oth year in busi- 
ness. It’s a great success story, 
one we are proud to share. 


Q) Did your parents build 
this building? 

A) No. We bought this 3- 
acre property with the origi- 
nal 12,000 sq ft plant on it. 
Today we are 55,000 sq ft of 
plant and office housing over 
$10 million in state of the art 
CNC fabrication equipment. 

In those early days, we 
were considered (way) south 
of the village of Bolton. There 
was nothing around us but 


the Goodfellow farm, one 
company beside us and va- 
cant land. At the time we 
thought that we would never 
ever have a need for more 
land, now I wish we had dou- 
ble the lands. 


Q) How many people do 
you employ in Canada, and 
what is the skill set required 
in your business? 

A) We float between 47 and 
52 staff. Ten years ago it 
would have been about 32. 
That’s just the office and the 
plant. 

We probably employ an- 
other 100 outside of Benson 
on contractual basis for draft- 
ing, some engineering, and 
field expertise. 

In the plant, it’s trade 
based. There’s different col- 
lege programs we would 
draw from - fitter, welder, 
CNC operator - but the most 
important thing is attitude. If 
I meet someone with no edu- 
cation but a great attitude, I 
will hire them - give them a 
chance, absolutely. That goes 
for both sides of the wall, in 
the plant and the office. 

That being said, CNC back- 
ground is important now and 
in the future. We are working 
towards full automation. 

Over the last 10 years, 
we’ve maintained our num- 
ber of staff but have doubled 
our output due to technology, 
it is definitely the way of the 
future. 


Q) How does the company 


fare through recessions? 

A) We’ve gone through 
three major recessions. We’ve 
been fortunate. We were pre- 
pared and have been able to 
grow negatively with fore- 
thought. 

During the last recession 
the timing worked out for us, 
we had six people retiring so 
we didn’t rehire for about two 
years but when things were 
improving we ramped back 
up. 
The other part of our suc- 
cess through the recessions is 
working in the international 
market - if the Ontario mar- 
ket is soft maybe another re- 
gion is not. So, the reality is 
we have been busy for 20 
years, not one person has 
been laid off. 


Q) What are your greatest 
challenges? 

A) Our greatest challenge is 
human resources, finding the 


team members that we need. 
I’m hoping there will be some 
significant residential devel- 
opment in Bolton. We need a 
growing population base to 
draw from. 

Technology is a challenge 
because it is changing so 
quickly, it can be a major dis- 
rupter, but as noted earlier it 
is the way of the future. 

People of my generation 
need to keep up with the 
learning curve, it’s important 
to understand that there has 
been a shift and how we'll 
deal with the technology we 
didn’t grow up with. Contin- 
uing education is huge, I per- 
sonally go on 2-3 courses 
each year to try to stay up 
with the times. 


Q)If you could be doing 
anything else what would it 
be? 

For work, nothing, I truly 
love what I do for a living. 


But, I have a lot of hobbies, I 
play guitar, I’m currently 
learning the drums, I love 
outdoor life, hiking, and golf, 
we love to cottage as a family, 
I’m a big tri-athlete - I re- 
cently did an Iron Man com- 
petition and signed up for 
two more in 2020, triathlon 
has been a huge part of my 
life for over 33 years. 

There’s lots of stuff I could 
be doing if I wasn’t working, 
but I need to be on the go. We 
are expanding into new mar- 
kets, it’s a very exciting time 
for us. 

I have a blessed life, (and) 
I’m so fortunate, but then 
hard work usually leads to 
good or great things happen- 
ing. 


Benson Steel is located at 
72 Commercial Road in 
Bolton. For more informa- 
tion, call (905) 857-0684 or 
visit bensonsteel.com. 
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Is Don 


by Vidya Gopaul 


Either you love him or 
hate him, but U.S. President 
Donald Trump is making a 
lot of people very rich, very 
fast. 

He is really showing that 
the true colour of the foun- 
dation of capitalism, which 
appears to be very strong, 
solid and is alive and well in 
America. Another way of 
looking at capitalism would 
be to say, "Fill my own 
pocket, as much asI can and 
as fast as I can." 

The Democrats are being 
quite hypocritical, because 
they are trying to impeach 
and eventually remove him 
from the office... while they 
are all cashing in big time on 
behalf of his actions. It 
seems that Trump has a 
Magic Wand, and whenever 
he waves it, the stock mar- 
ket either goes up or down. 

Take for example, a recent 
incident on Dec. 3. Trump 
made a statement that a 
deal between U.S. and China 
will likely be made after the 
2020 U.S. election. The U.S. 
Dow Jones index plunged 
400 points. The next day, 
Dec. 4, he made another 
statement that there was a 
deal in progress between 
the U.S. and China. The Dow 
Jones Index moved up 200 
points. 

Another example: not too 
long ago, multiple whistle- 
blowers were coming out of 
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ald Trump “the market mover”? 


nowhere to discredit him, 
earnings from major big 
companies were not meet- 
ing investor's expectations 
and economic data appeared 
to be weak. Obviously, in- 
vestors started to press the 
sell button - and then along 
came Trump. He made a 
statement that a deal be- 
tween the U.S. and China is 
very close. Well, that was it, 
as the notice moved the 
market upwards. He 
stopped the bears and the 
bulls before they took over. 

There many examples like 
that, where Trump will 
make a statement and the 
stock market is affected 
drastically. I have a feeling 
that he times the stock mar- 
ket very precisely, and hence 
he makes lot of people quite 
rich instantly. 

That is why he has been 
labelled by some as "the 
best stock market timer 
ever." There was another 
key figure, Alan Greenspan, 
who in recent memory 
moved the market quite re- 
markably during his tenure 
as the chairman of the fed- 
eral reserve for many years. 

Here are some examples 
where Trump has brilliantly 
moved the market in a 
timely fashion. During 
Barack Obama's presidency, 
the Dow Jones Index moved 
3,791 points. Bush was able 
to move that index only 


3,000 points and Bill Clin- 
ton, who campaigned on 
this slogan, "It's the eco- 
nomic stupid..." was able to 
move 6,262 points. 

Trump, on the other hand, 
has moved that index by 
12,000 points - and is con- 
tinuing to move it. Still one 
more year to go. 

I have a feeling the Dow 
Jones Index may hit 28,000 
before he is finished with 
his four-year term. 

Did you know that at one 
point, our Canadian Toronto 
Index was higher that the 
U.S. index? In 2008, the TSX 
was 14,984 and DOW Jones 
was 12,207, a difference of 
2,777 points in the favour of 
Canadian investors. 

Now, in 2019, TSX is 
merely at 17,000, while the 
Dow Jones Index is 27,000 - 
a difference of 10,000 points 
- in favour of American in- 
vestors. It seems our Prime 
Minister cannot move a nee- 
dle at all! 

I have been watching, 
studying and investing my 
portfolio accordingly for the 
past forty years, and I have 
never seen such extreme 
fluctuations in the stock 
market. 

In the 1950s, 60s and up 
to the 90s, if the stock mar- 
ket moved 50 points (except 
during a market crash) that 
would be quite newsworthy. 
Nowadays, it can easily 


move 500 points either way 
in one day. 

After all, Trump is a busi- 
ness man. No wonder his 
base are sticking with him 
through thick and thin. I 
have travelled to lot of coun- 
tries and I have met numer- 
ous Americans. I have 
seldom come across an 
American who is not happy 
with him. I guess they are 
the silent majority. 

To help him win the next 
election, Trump is keeping 
two things under control, 
and that is: keep the interest 
rate low and avoid a reces- 
sion. 

To do that, he keeps bash- 
ing the federal reserve 
chairman to keep the inter- 
est rate low, which has been 
cut three times this year. 

There is another key index 
- or as the investors call it 
"bell-weather" - ISM non- 
manufacturing index - to 
watch. If that index goes 
below 50 points, which 
means contraction in the 
manufacturing industries, a 
recession will surely follow. 
Right now it is hovering 
slightly above 50 points. 

For the past few months, 
the talk of the town in the 
investor communities is - 
when will the next recession 
be? I have a feeling that 
Trump will do his best not 
to have a recession in the 
near future, because it is 


very tough to win an elec- 
tion as an incumbent when 
the country goes into a re- 
cession. 

Arecent headline sug- 
gested that, "Trump is (the) 
most laughed at president of 
all time..." 

Well, you may be laughing 
at him now, but he is mak- 
ing lot more Americans very 
rich! At the end, let’s see 
who will be laughing at the 


end of it all. The bottom line 
is that Trump may be saying 
things that are not the 
proper etiquette of a presi- 
dent of United States, but it 
is quite true that he is mak- 
ing lots of Americans very 
rich and very fast. 

Perhaps it is better not 
laugh at him, but with him! 

Or as they say, "If you can- 
not beat him, join him..." 


Modest Hiring Climate Expected for Mississauga 


Steady as she goes. 

Anew report, released 
earlier this week, expects a 
stable hiring climate to con- 
tinue for Mississauga. 

According to the latest 
ManpowerGroup Employ- 
ment Outlook Survey, Mis- 
sissauga area employers 
expect a modest hiring cli- 
mate for the first quarter of 
2020. 

“Survey data reveals that 
10 per cent of employers 
plan to hire for the upcom- 
ing quarter,” stated Crys- 
thian Medina of Manpower’s 
Mississauga office. “The re- 
maining 90 per cent of em- 
ployers plan to maintain 
their current staffing levels 
in the upcoming quarter.” 

“With seasonal variations 
removed from the data, Mis- 
sissauga’s first quarter Net 
Employment Outlook of +9 
per cent is a three percent- 
age point increase when 


compared to the previous 
quarterly Outlook,” said 
Medina. “It is also a three 
percentage point decrease 
from the Outlook reported 
in Q1 2019, indicating a 
mixed hiring pace for the 
upcoming months.” 

The report also reveals 
Canadian employers expect 
a conservative hiring pace 
over the next three months. 

Employers in the Manu- 
facturing — Durables sector 
report the strongest job 
prospects, and job creators 
in the Quebec region are 
forecasting the strongest 
Outlook of the four regions 
in Canada. 

With seasonal variations 
removed from the data, the 
country’s Net Employment 
Outlook of +10 per cent is a 
two percentage point de- 
crease when compared to 
both the previous quarterly 
(4Q 2019) and the Outlook 


reported during the same 
time last year (1Q 2019). 
Employers in nine of the 10 
industry sectors in all four 
regions of the country ex- 
pect to add to payrolls next 
quarter. 

The survey of over 1,900 
employers across Canada re- 
veals that 12 per cent of em- 
ployers plan to increase 
their staffing levels in the 
first quarter of 2020, while 
6% anticipate cutbacks. 
Meanwhile, 81 per cent of 
the employers surveyed ex- 
pect their current staffing 
levels to remain unchanged, 
while the remaining 1 per 
cent are unsure of their hir- 
ing intentions. 

“At the beginning of 2020, 
prospects for Canadian job 
seekers, while still positive, 
are tightening,” said Darlene 
Minatel, Country Manager 
of ManpowerGroup Canada. 
“Despite the slight decline in 


the national employment 
outlook, unemployment re- 
mains low in Canada and 
wages continue to rise. 
Clearly, it’s still a job 
seeker’s market. Employers 


are also grappling with 
widening skills gaps and are 
hard pressed to find bilin- 
gual talent and those in the 
skilled trades. Job seekers 
would be well advised to 


seek training in these areas, 
while employers might con- 
sider upskilling and bridg- 
ing programs to close the 
gap.’ 
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Harley picked to represent Canada at junior championship 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads’ Thomas Harley is 
one of 31 players who have 
earned an invitation to 
Canada’s National Junior 
Team Sport Chek Selection 
Camp, set for Dec. 9-12 in 
Oakville. 

The players, including 
four goaltenders, 10 de- 
fencemen and 17 forwards, 
will compete for a chance to 
represent Canada at the 
2020 IIHF World Junior 
Championship in Ostrava 
and Trinec, Czech Republic, 
from Dec. 26 - Jan. 5. 

This isn’t the first time 
Harley has had his name 
called by Hockey Canada, 
the event organizers. 

The 6’3” defenceman first 
dawned the red and white 
at the 2018 World Under-17 
Hockey Challenge in Saint 
John, New _ Brunswick 
where he appeared in 5 


games. Leading up to the 
2019 NHL Draft, 

Harley was selected to 
play for Team Canada at the 
2019 IIHF Ice Hockey U18 
World Championship where 
he registered 4 points (1G, 
3A) in 7 games. The 18-year 
old has also suited up for 
Team OHL twice in the 
CIBC Canada/Russia Series 
in both 2018 and 2019. 

After returning from the 
Dallas Stars in late Septem- 
ber, Harley has lit up the 
score sheet. Through 24 
games, he sits tied for fifth 
among OHL defencemen in 
points (27) and leads all de- 
fencemen in goals (11). His 
offensive production comes 
as no surprise after finish- 
ing the 2018-19 season with 
58 points (11A,47G) over 68 
games. 

Canada’s National Junior 
Team Sport Chek Selection 


Camp will be held at the 
Sixteen Mile Sports Com- 
plex, home of the Oakville 
Blades of the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League and will fea- 
ture a pair of games against 
a team of U SPORTS all- 
stars on Dec. 11-12. 

The 2020 HHF World Jun- 
ior Championship begins on 
Boxing Day when Canada 
takes on the United States 
at 1p.m. EST on TSN. All 31 
games of the 2020 IIHF 
World Junior Championship 
will be aired, with game 
coverage and analysis of- 
fered throughout the tour- 
nament. 

Canada has won 31 
medals at the IIHF World 
Junior Championship since 
1977, including 17 gold, 
nine silver and five bronze. 
Team Canada last took 
home gold in Buffalo in 
2018. 


Foget’s Two Points Not Enough as Beast Lose in Overtime 


Mathieu Foget had a pair 
of assists in his debut but 
the Brampton Beast lost to 
the Adirondack Thunder 
4-3 in overtime. 

The Brampton Beast and 
Adirondack Thunder raced 
across the border to meet 
at the CAA Centre for a 
Sunday afternoon clash. 
Brampton entered the 
contest riding a season 
high five-game winning 
streak. 

Brampton got the scor- 
ing started with a wicked 
goal off the stick of de- 
fenseman Matt Petgrave. 
The defender flew into the 
attacking zone and 
wristed the shot past 
Thunder starter Eamon 
McAdam for a 1-0 lead at 
4:34. 

The goal also brought 
forth a rain of teddy bears, 
which will all be donated 
to local area hospitals. 

Adirondack fired back 
with a goal from Nikita 
Popugaev. The Russian 
forward moved into the 
zone and ripped a shot 
past Evan Fitzpatrick to tie 
the game 1-1 at 13:17. 


The Beast didn’t stay tied 
for long, as Mathieu Foget 
made a slick move at the 
blueline before sending 
the puck to Jackson Leef. 
He in turn found Erik 
Bradford who’s low shot 
beat McAdam for a 2-1 
lead at 17:01. 

The Beast took a 2-1 lead 
into the first intermission 
and had the shot advan- 
tage by a total of 12-8. 

The first half of the sec- 
ond period witnessed the 
Thunder score a couple of 
quick goals to tie the con- 
test and then take the lead. 

The first was Matt Sal- 
hany, who beat Fitzpatrick 
for the tying goal at 3:03. 
Following that would be 
Hayden Verbeek, who 
ripped a_ short-handed 
goal at 6:45 to give the vis- 
itors a 3-2 lead. 

The Beast turned it on in 
the second portion of the 
period and were rewarded 
with a power play goal 
courtesy of Brenden 
Miller. The defenseman 
stepped into a shot from 
the point that eluded 
McAdam upstairs to tie the 


game 3-3 late in the frame. 

The Beast would be 
knotted up three goals 
apiece after 40 minutes of 
play also had the shots ad- 
vantage to the tune of 29- 
13. 

The third period would 
see back and forth action 
between the two clubs but 
no goals were scored, so 
the game would head to 
overtime. 

The contest would be de- 
cided early, with Verbeek 
banging home the winner 
through traffic to give the 
Thunder the 4-3 overtime 
victory. Final shots on goal 
were 32-20 for the Bramp- 
ton Beast. 

The Beast would end the 
game by going one-for- 
three on the power play. 
The Thunder were held 
scoreless in their single at- 
tempt. Brampton faced the 
Worcester Railers for their 
second School Day game 
of the season yesterday. 

Look for additional cov- 
erage of the game and 
more Brampton Beast 
news in next week’s edi- 
tion of Peel Weekly News. 
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“CAA City” Safe as Beast Defeat Royals 


Lindsay Sparks scored his 
second hat trick of the sea- 
son as the Brampton Beast 
defeated the Reading Royals 
5-3 on DC Comics Night. 

The Brampton Beast re- 
turned home in the wee 
hours of Saturday morning 
to get prepared to face the 
Reading Royals for the first 
time this season. 

It was also DC Comics 
Night at the CAA Centre and 
the arena was briefly trans- 
formed in Gotham City as 
Batman and the Joker bat- 
tled on the ice. 

The Beast got off to a hot 
start with a goal from 
speedy forward Lindsay 
Sparks. The Oakville native 
broke down the ice and 
turned on the jets once he 
hit the offensive blueline. 

He was then able to fire a 
perfect shot that beat Roy- 
als starter Kirill Ustimenko 
for a 1-0 Beast lead at 4:05. 

Brampton continued their 
offensive play with another 
goal off the stick of Sparks. 
The forward took the pass 
from linemate Erik Brad- 
ford and found twine be- 
hind Ustimenko for a 2-0 
Beast lead at 10:50. 

The Beast took their 2-0 
lead into the first intermis- 
sion and would lead in shots 


by a score of 10-5. 

The second period was 
commanded by the Royals 
who fought back to tie the 
game two apiece on goals 
from Trevor Yates and Gar- 
ret Cockerill. 

The Beast took two penal- 
ties at the end of the frame 
and would weather the 
storm till the horn sounded. 

The Beast would head to 
their dressing room tied 2-2 
after 40 minutes and would 
lead in shots 18-17. 

The third period brought 
more action between the 
two clubs right off the hop. 
David Vallorani took a re- 
bound and banged it home 
into the open net for the go- 
ahead goal at 1:41. 

The Royals fought back 
and scored a goal on the 
power play. Eric Knodel 
fired the shot from the 
point and Ralph Cuddemi 
tipped it home to tie the 
game 3-3 at 5:29. 

Brampton kept the pres- 
sure on and was rewarded 
with an Erik Bradford 
power play goal. The for- 
ward walked into the zone 
and fired the shot into the 
back of the net for the go- 
ahead marker for the Beast 
at 13:28. With time ticking 
down and the Royals net 


empty, Sparks was able to 
skate the loose puck out 
through the netrual zone 
before throwing a backhand 
into the empty net. 

That gave the forward a 
hat trick on the night and 
iced the game for the Beast 
5-3. Dubeau would finish 
with the win and recorded 
24 saves. Ustimenko would 
be tagged with the loss and 
would make 22 saves. 

The Beast finished the 
contest one-for-four on the 


man advantage. 
ended two-for-six. 

The following day, Sparks 
scored his fourth goal in 
two games and Joey Dac- 
cord made 35 saves as the 
Beast defeated the Royals 2- 
1. The teams finished the 
contest with a combined 
zero-for-nine on the man 
advantage. 

Brampton will now head 
to Reading to face the Roy- 
als this Friday night. 


Reading 


Daccord heads to Belleville, 
Fitzpatrick back in Brampton 


The Ottawa Senators of 
the National Hockey 
League (NHL) have reas- 
signed goaltender Joey 
Daccord from the Bramp- 
ton Beast to the Belleville 
Senators. 

In a corresponding 
move, goaltender Evan 
Fitzpatrick has been 
loaned to the Beast from 
the San Antonio Rampage. 

Daccord, 23, in his first 
professional season has 
seven wins in 12 games 
played this season with 
the Beast and has a 2.85 
goals against average and 
.9O1 save percentage. 


While up with the 


~ Belleville Senators of the 
> AHL, Daccord appeared in 


one game, earning his 
first win in the AHL, al- 
lowing one goal against 
and recording a .963 save 
percentage. 

The North Andover, 
Massachusetts, native was 
drafted by the Ottawa 
Senators 199th overall in 
the 2015 NHL Entry Draft. 
He made his NHL debut 
with the Senators during 
the 2018-19 season. 


Fitzpatrick has suited up 
twice for the Beast, once 
as a Starter and once in re- 
lief. The goaltender 0-0-1- 
0 with a 4.11 goals-against 
average and a save per- 
centage of 0.838 in his 
brief time with Brampton. 

The netminder has also 
spent time this season 
with the Tulsa Oilers of 
the ECHL. The St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, native has 
appeared in five games 
and has a record of 1-3-1 
with a 3.61 goals-against 
average and a save per- 
centage of 0.889. 

Fitzpatrick also has 
American Hockey League 
experience under his belt 
and has played eight 
games with the San Anto- 
nio Rampage. He appeared 
in those games last sea- 
son. 

The young netminder is 
an NHL draft pick and was 
selected in the second 
round, 59th overall by the 
St. Louis Blues in the 2016 
NHL Entry Draft. 

The Beast are back in ac- 
tion this coming Friday 
when they travel to Read- 
ing to take on the Royals. 


Steelheads set to support Toys for Tots this Friday 


With the holiday season 
quickly approaching the 
Mississauga Steelheads will 
be hosting their annual Toys 
For Tots game this Sunday, 
Dec. 15 at 2 p.m., when they 
take on the Kingston Fronte- 
nacs. 

The hockey club will once 
again work alongside the 
Peel Regional Police and the 
Salvation Army to help 
make a difference for fami- 
lies in need over the holi- 
days. 

Constable Emily Rogers, 
Toys for Tots Co-Chair com- 
mented on behalf of the 
campaign, “The campaign’s 
success is directly attributed 
to the generosity of people 
in our region. It’s a true re- 
flection of our amazing 
community and what can 
happen when we all work 
together. The Steelheads 
have been hosting an annual 
game on our behalf for 
many years. Your generosity 
and support is what makes 
Christmas possible.” 

Salvation Army represen- 
tative, Major Norman Garcia 
added that, “We are thrilled 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


that the Mississauga Steel- 
heads are supporting The 
Salvation Army. Their 
friendship helps us trans- 
form need in our commu- 
nity during Christmas into 
joy.” 

The Steelheads, Peel Re- 
gional Police and the Salva- 
tion Army are encouraging 
all fans attending to support 
the toy drive by bringing an 
unwrapped gift or giving a 
cash donation to the kiosk 
located at the main gates. 

With a donation, fans will 
be entered for the chance to 
win a trip for two to the 
2020 CHL Memorial Cup 
presented by Kia. Full con- 
test details can be found by 
visiting wawanesa.com/toy- 
drive. 

“Happy kids, neighbours 
helping neighbours, and 
some of the best hockey in 
the world - it’s a winning 
combination to help more 
Canadian families enjoy this 
holiday season,” said Selena 
Hinds, Vice President of 
Communications and Com- 
munity Affairs for 
Wawanesa Insurance. 


“We are thrilled to partner 
with the Canadian Hockey 
League, independent insur- 
ance brokers and local char- 
ities across Canada on this 
country-wide holiday toy 
drive. For us at Wawanesa 
Insurance, supporting the 
communities where we 
work and live is the essence 
of who we are.” 

Mississauga will also get 
their first live look at num- 
ber one overall pick from 
the 2019 OHL Priority Draft, 
Shane Wright. 

Wright was granted ‘Ex- 
ceptional Player Status’ by 
Hockey Canada to be eligible 
for the 2019 OHL Priority 
Selection which features 
2003-born talents. 

He is just the fifth OHL 
player to receive the distinc- 
tion following John Tavares 
(Toronto Marlboros/Os- 
hawa Generals in 2005), de- 
fenceman Aaron Ekblad 
(Sun County Panthers/Bar- 
rie Colts in 2011), forward 
Connor McDavid (Toronto 
Marlboros/Erie Otters in 
2012), and defenceman Sean 
Day (Detroit 


Compuware/ Mississauga 
Steelheads in 2013). 

Tavares, Ekblad, and Mc- 
David were all chosen first 
overall in their respective 
seasons and were later first 
overall picks in the NHL 
Draft. 

This year’s Toys for Tots 
game also marks the third of 


—e- 


five Winning Nights during 
the 2019-20 campaign. If 
the Steelheads secure two 
points on Dec. 15, fans in at- 
tendance will have an op- 
portunity to redeem their 
ticket for a free ticket to the 
club’s game against Toronto 
Maple Leafs prospects Nick 
Roberston and Semyon Der- 


Arguchintsev and the Peter- 
borough Petes on Jan. 5. 

Tickets for Sunday’s game 
can be purchased online via 
Ticketmaster or during reg- 
ular Box Office hours at the 
Paramount Fine Foods Cen- 
tre. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Chittenden brings laughter 
and lively debate to LAC 


The Living Arts Centre in 
Mississauga will play host to 
a “no-holds-barred festive 
free-for-all” tomorrow night, 
as a group of Canadian com- 
edy stars will bring their 
smasbh-hit live debate show to 
the venue for a one-night- 
only perfromance. 

The Debaters kicks off at 8 
p.m. tomorrow night in Ham- 
merson Hall, with award- 
winning comedian Steve 
Patterson bringing two of his 
favourite comedy elves, 
DeAnne Smith and Graham 
Chittenden, toHammerson 
Hall to duke it out in a set of 
two rapid-fire debates, fol- 
lowing up on the success of 
their smash-hit CBC Radio 
program of the same name. 

The performance will in- 
clude a spontaneous discus- 
sion on current events with a 
humorous spin, plus addi- 
tional bonus segments of 
comedy from all three per- 
formers. Friday’s perform- 
ance, the last one for the 
group’s holiday tour, prom- 
ises to leave audiences in 
stitches. 

"It's a very exciting way to 
standup and live debates... it 
really eases some restric- 
tions,” Chittenden told Peel 
Weekly News earlier this 


week. “It can get a little 
spicier." 

The holiday-themed show 
draws from a wide assort- 
ment of topics, ranging from 
the spirit of giving to Christ- 
mas contributions. 

Chittenden, who has 
achieved success as a comedy 
writer and performer who re- 
cently released his own com- 
edy album, Defeated, earlier 
this year, said that the format 
for the Debaters’ holiday tour 
has allowed the group to ex- 
pand their creativity and play 
with new ideas. 

"When there's no radio ed- 
itor who has requests 
for time restrictions, 
we've certainly been 
able to let loose," said 
Chittenden. "The 
feedback is different 
than just standup... 
even though they 
know we're debating 
fun stuff, people really 
get invested in the 
material." 

The show promises 
to be a “rollercoaster” 
that will leave people 
excited for the holi- 
days and ready to 
jumpstart the season, 
he explained. 

"You just realize 


that if you come to town, peo- 
ple like to see that you've 
been paying attention to their 
town... they like an outsider's 
take," Chittenden said. ”We 
like to bring together the idea 
that we'll give them some- 
thing to talk about before the 
real arguing starts... after 
Christmas.” 

Tickets for the performance 
range from $40-50. For more 
information, visit the event 
page at 
livingartscentre.ca/theatre- 
performances/the-debaters- 
live-holiday-tour. 


A Jolly Visitor Greets Paediatric Patients 


Young _— patients at 
Brampton Civic Hospital 
were greeted by the sound 
of sleigh bells and a hearty 
“Ho! Ho! Ho!”, when fami- 
lies and staff at the Paedi- 
atric Department received 
a special visit from the Elf 
in Chief—Santa Claus. 

The jolly old gent deliv- 
ered gifts and good wishes 
to each room, bringing a 
touch of holiday cheer to 
the hospital. 

The visit was made cour- 
tesy of Bramalea City Cen- 
tre (BCC) as part of their 
multi-year commitment to 
the Osler Foundation. 

In addition to providing 
special access to the man 
in red, 50 per cent of rev- 
enue from the popular 
BCC Santa Photo Cam- 
paign will be donated to 
the foundation for the pur- 
chase of vital hospital 
equipment across Osler’s 
three hospitals including 
Brampton Civic, Etobicoke 
General Hospital and Peel 
Memorial Centre. 

“We're thrilled to wel- 
come Santa to Brampton 
Civic! We rely on commu- 
nity support to fund 
equipment for our hospi- 
tals, and this commitment 
from Bramalea City Centre 
is especially meaningful,” 


said Ken Mayhew, Presi- 
dent and CEO, William 
Osler Health System Foun- 
dation. 

“Not only does BCC pro- 
vide vital funds that help 
ensure Osler clinicians and 
physicians have the re- 
sources they need to de- 
liver exceptional health 
care, unique initiatives 


like these special visits 
from Santa have a real, di- 
rect and immediate impact 


on our patients and staff. 
We look forward to this 
day each year.” 

Santa will be at BCC 
through Dec. 24 for pho- 
tos. In addition to donat- 
ing a portion of Santa 
photo sales, BCC supports 
Osler Foundation through 
the shopping centre’s var- 
ious communications vehi- 
cles, including in-mall and 
online. 


Local real estate group hosts Christmas giveaway 


A parking lot in south 
Mississauga was packed 
earlier this month, as hun- 
dreds of residents came out 
to receive a free Christmas 
tree from a local real estate 
team. 

Keller Williams Realty 
Solutions Peterson Team, 
Brokerage hosted its an- 
nual giveaway on Dec. 2, 
with members of the team 
giving clients a free holiday 
tree - just in time for the 
Christmas season! 

The brokerage is a local 
real estate team located in 
Port Credit, with this year’s 
giveaway being the second 
annual appreciation event. 


“More than anything it is 
a fun way to keep in touch 
and give back to the people 
who put their trust in us to 
handle their purchase or 


sale of a home,” said 
spokesperson Nick 
D'Agostino. “We run a 


number of client apprecia- 
tion events over the course 
of the year, but this Christ- 
mas Tree Giveaway been 
received the best. Who 
doesn't love hot chocolate, 
timbits and a free Christ- 
mas Tree?” 

For more information, 
visit the Peterson Team 
website at 
petersonteam.ca. 


w.portCredit.com 
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Foundation brings “Miracle” to Brampton kids 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

Brampton City Hall was 
packed last week for the 
launch of a new initiative 
benefiting children’s hospi- 
tals. 

The Tiger Jeet Singh 
Foundation (TJSF) teamed 
up with the city, Peel Police 
and local fire departments 
to launch "Miracle on Main 
Street", which was held last 
night in Gage Park, and 
seeks to bring joy to under- 
privileged kids and families 
this Christmas. 

Previously hosted in 
downtown Milton last 
week, the foundation, led by 
legendary wrestling super- 
stars Tiger Jeet Singh and 
Tiger Ali Singh, was 
launched to great fanfare 
last Friday, with dignitaries 
and politicians in atten- 
dance. 

Last night’s event in- 
cluded a Christmas carnival 
with free amusement rides, 
petting zoo, pony rides, ice 
skating, train rides, enter- 
tainment and a massive col- 


lection of toys for those in 
need. Admission was free 
with a donation of a new 
unwrapped toy. 

While the toys raised 
through the event will en- 
able thousands of children 
to participate in the pro- 
gram, the Tiger Foundation 
will also transport these 
toys to various children's 
hospitals. 

“Tiger Jeet Singh is a great 
man, who is not just for the 
poor, but for every needy 
person at every moment,” 
said Brown at last week’s 
press conference. 

Similarly, Duraiappah, 
who previously served as an 
operations commander with 
Milton Police, said that 
while he was in Halton, he 
had an excellent opportu- 
nity to meet Tiger Jeet 
Singh and to work with 
him. 

“Showing love and close- 
ness, he is admirable,” said 
Duraiappah. “We will work 
hard in the coming days to 


make this meritorious 
program successful.” 
Speaking on the occa- 
sion, Jeet Singh said that 
the initiative, which has 
been running for eleven 
years, continues to be a 
cherished effort for him. 


“For Christmas, we try | 


to reach every kid... we 
never want to see any kid 
without a toy this Christ- 
mas. It brings smiles to 
every kid's face.” 

TJSF is a Milton-based 
charity launched under 
the auspices of philan- 
thropy. Tiger Jeet Singh 
and his son Tiger Ali 
Singh. For the past ten 
years, TJSF has been oper- 
ating its "Miracle on Main 
Street" program in Milton, 
Ontario. 

The program has helped 
millions of people through 
donations and sponsor- 
ships for children and 
families in need. 

Look for additional cov- 
erage next week. 


Representativesyrom the 
Tiger Jeet SingmiFoundation 
and PWN contfibutor Surjit 
Singh Flora pose at a press 
conference held on Dec. 6, 
2019. (PWN Staff) 


Health and Wellness - The Art of Remembering 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Why do we remember 
memories of people, places 
or events? What is the pur- 
pose of remembering? It is 
a foundation to who and 
what we are. 

We have just honoured 
our military dead on Re- 
membrance Day. Why is 
that important? Because 
the dead honoured us by 
giving their lives. Why 
would we ignore that? 

Everything we have and 
do is a result of their hon- 
ouring us. Have you helped 


anyone that they can hon- 


our you? 
Do you remember your 
family and _ ancestors? 


There is big business in that 
now finding out your her- 
itage and where you came 
from and who they were? 
Why is that so important if 
it doesn’t fill a need? 
Without remembering, 
we have no reason to do 
anything to help ourselves 
and others. Why would 
anything mean anything or 
have a value to us if it didn’t 


have a value in our memo- 
ries? - Source Unknown 

Every moment of our life 
has been shaped through 
our memories. Our memo- 
ries are alive with what was 
and what could be. We live 
on through what and who 
we know. - Source Un- 
known 

The human chain image 
reminds me of how we are 
all linked from one genera- 
tion to another. Past. Pres- 
ent, Future. Those brave 
souls ventured into the 


flames, not just for us now 
but for those who lived 
decades, centuries before 
us and for those yet to 
come. - Source Unknown 

Living life gives us mem- 
ories and not always good. 
But as we live, we can ad- 
just what we learn from 
what has happened to us. 
Why are some memories 
harder than others? Be- 
cause the lesson probably 
was greater. If we go back 
and imagine ourselves liv- 
ing an old memory again, it 
will never be the same. We 
are older and different than 
we were then so our impact 
or reliving will be different 
because we are. 

Memories give us a scope 
of what was and teaches us 
what we need to do now. 
The people and events in 
our lives made an impres- 
sion or mark or even a scar. 
But the scar has healed and 
even if we still see it, it has 
changed as we have. 

Remembering can affirm 
hope and trust even in the 
midst of confusion and 
doubt. It comes with a re- 
membering of being with 
others and how we and oth- 
ers all felt. Or do we? 

Each of us has a variation 


of the memories of what 
was. Not everybody feels 
or felt the same. Each of us 
has assumed a different 
value of that memory. 

How do you recount your 
memories? Is it through 
photos, a journal, cards, or 
just thoughts? Do they feel 
very strong yet? What can 
help is to write in a journal 
recounting what happened 
and how you felt? Elaborate 
on your thoughts. 

Next, find the positive in 
them. What did it teach you 
about others and yourself? 
How did you change? Does 
it still affect you? 

Keep writing in your jour- 
nal until you have found the 
complete value of that 
memory and how it affects 
you today. Memories are 
part of who we are past, 
present and future. 

That is how we remem- 
ber. What is life without the 
moments that have taken 
our breaths away? Beauti- 
ful sunsets, smiles, gifts, 
celebrations, friends, mo- 
ments all are happening 
constantly, so remember 
the best of them too and 
capture the joy within 
them. 

When you wake up in the 


morning, what do you think 
of first? During the day, 
what goes through your 
thoughts? At the end of the 
day, what do you think of as 
you close your eyes? Im- 
portant???? Absolutely! 

They are memories you 
will carry with you. Choose 
wisely. 

The wonderful part about 
memories is you can choose 
their value and what will 
be. It is like you are creat- 
ing a beautiful paining of 
your future life and all the 
future memories you will 
have. Not too bad!! 

So again, choose wisely so 
that the feeling you will 
have from all the future 
memories will be of joy. 
See the positive in what is 
happening and how you are 
living each moment - again 
your choice. 

Look around and change 
what doesn’t fit or see them 
differently. You are the 
master of your life. 

Memories - not just a 
photo or thought but a ven- 
ture in life. Find the route 
that will do for you what 
you want. Encourage your- 
self to be better and love 
your life. 

It is time. 
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Live music, fireworks rock Peel this New Year's Eve! 


by Alex Gregory 


It's the most wonderful 
time of the year - with tens of 
thousands of residents and 
visitors set to visit Peel this 
New Year's Eve (Tuesday, Dec. 
31) for a variety of celebra- 
tions being held throughout 
the region. 

There's plenty of reason to 
celebrate, as live music, activ- 
ities, cross-cultural celebra- 
tions will be displayed at 
various locales throughout 
Brampton, Caledon and Mis- 
sissauga - and plenty of fire- 
works to close out the 
evening! 

Some of the New Year's Eve 
activities being held through- 
out Peel include: 


Brampton: 


It's a new decade - and 
Brampton is set to ring it in 
with a massive lineup of live 
entertainment as the clock 
counts down to 2020! 

JUNO award-winning band 
MAGIC! will be the headliner 
for the city’s New Year’s Eve 
2020 celebration. A free live 
concert will be held in Garden 
Square from 8 p.m. - 12 a.m., 
featuring a variety of acts and 
performers. 

The party starts with a live 
DJ set by DJ Fizza at 8 p.m., 
hosted by KISS 92.5's Shem. 
Then, the action kicks off 
early as the first fireworks 
display will take place at 9 
p-m., followed by hip-hop and 
R&B cover band Wing Night, 
beginning at 9:15 p.m. 

“We're excited to host in- 
credible live entertainment, 
family-friendly activities, and 
not one, but two fireworks 
displays throughout the 
night," said Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown last week. 

Canadian reggae fusion 


band and Brampton’s New 
Year’s Eve 2020 headliner 
MAGIC! will take the stage 


just after 11 p.m., leading the 
crowd up to the countdown 
and second fireworks display 
at midnight. 

MAGIC! is a Toronto-bred, 
Los Angeles-based quartet 
who scored the song of the 
summer, “Rude” - a buoyant 
reggae-pop tune that held the 
No. 1 spot on the Billboard 
Hot 100 for six weeks, charted 
in 41 countries, sold more 
than ten million singles, 
racked up more than 500 mil- 
lion streams and boasts more 
than 1.3 billion views on 
VEVO. Over the past five 
years, MAGIC! has established 
itself as a bonafide sensation 
thanks to its undeniably 
catchy sound, superlative 
songwriting, and masterful 
musicianship. The quartet is 
back with their new album 


“Expectations”, including 
smash hits “Kiss Me” and “Ex- 
pectations”. 


An assortment of family- 
friendly activities will run at 
City Hall throughout the 
evening, from 6:30 - 9 p.m., 
including a kids dance party, 
a magic show, crafts, and 
photo ops in the City Hall 
Atrium. At Gage Park, families 
can enjoy the skating trail and 
thousands of sparkling winter 
lights. Families can then make 
their way to Garden Square to 
catch the early fireworks 
show at 9 p.m. 

Brampton Transit will be 
free to ride on New Year's 
Eve, from 7 p.m. until end of 
service. For more informa- 
tion, visit 
brampton.ca/newyearseve. 

Rollerplex Entertainment 
Centre (284 Orenda Road) 
will host a rocking celebra- 
tion, running from 9 p.m. - 1 
a.m., featuring plenty of 
music, appetizers, alcohol- 
free wine and more to help 
guests kick off 2020 in style. 
Admission is $15 for guests 


‘ 


eight and over ($10 for those 
who don't plan to skate), with 
skate rentals running $4.50. 
To purchase tickets, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/new-years- 
eve-roller-skate-countdown- 
tickets-83340213823. 

The Courtyard Marriott 
Brampton (90 Biscayne Cres- 
cent) will also host its New 
Year's Eve 2020 celebration, 
beginning at 7 p.m. and con- 
tinuing right through mid- 
night. This event has been a 
sell out affair for the last five 
years, and includes a live 
band, DJ, entertainment, din- 
ner, raffle draw and much 
more! One lucky winner will 
also receive a pair of tickets 
from Turkish Airlines for 
round-trip tickets anywhere 
in the world! 

Tickets for the event are $75 
(tax included), with dinner 
beginning at 9:30 p.m. For 
more information or to pur- 
chase tickets, call (905)460- 
3510 or visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/new-years- 
eve-party-2020-tickets- 
83935837349. 

After six consecutive sold- 
out years, Bhai Bhai Enter- 
tainment will bring its 
Bollywood Hungama celebra- 
tion back to Chandni Banquet 
Hall (125 Chrysler Drive) for 
the NYE 2020 celebration! 

Billed as "the best and the 
most spectacular NYE party in 
town", this celebration will 
include a wide assortment of 
entertainment, including live 


DJ'ing, 
music from Sunil and 
Vaishali, belly dancers, 


mouth-watering appetizers, a 
massive buffet dinner (vege- 
tarian option available), 
desserts, a champagne toast 
at midnight, photo booth, 
party favours and much more! 

Tickets are $55, with a VIP 
option (premium seating and 
1 bottle of wine or 2 free pre- 


mium drinks) available for 
$70. The event kicks off at 7 
p-m. For tickets, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/nye-2020- 
bollywood-hungama-tickets- 
82269916535 

Oscar's Roadhouse (1785 
Queen Street East) will also 
ring in NYE in style at "the 
best party venue in Bramp- 
ton", beginning at 7 p.m. 
Guests can ring in the new 
year with Oscar's and Wicked 
Truth performing live, plus 
plenty of party favours and 
champagne at midnight. Tick- 
ets are $15 for the celebration, 
and can be purchased by vis- 
iting eventbrite.ca/e/new- 
years-eve-tickets-8222661702 
5. 
Bombay Palace (200 Ad- 
vance Boulevard) will ring in 
2020 in style at their NYE cel- 
ebration, beginning at 7 p.m., 
featuring a full buffet, Dj, 
dancing, hors’ d'oeurves, 
dessert table, champagne 
toast and much more! Tickets 
are $65 each, and can be pur- 
chased by visiting the Bombay 
Palace website at bombay- 
palace.ca/events/new-years- 
event-brochure. 


Caledon: 


A gala celebration returns, 
as the Royal Ambassador 
Event Centre (15430 Innis 
Lake Road) will ring in 2020 
with the 16th annual New 
Year's Eve Gala, which kicks 
off at 7 p.m. Guests will enjoy 
a massive buffet dinner, in- 
cluding a deluxe antipasto bar 
with seafood, risotto bar, 
lamb carving station, martini 
bar - not to mention a sit- 
down meal fraturing pasta, 
veal, seasonal vegetables, 
desserts and much more! 
Plus, guests will dance to the 
musical beats of Digital Disc 
Jockey Service as the clock 
strikes midnight. Tickets are 


» 


$135 for adults, $130 for sen- 
iors and $65 for children 
under 12. For more info, call 
(905) 584-6868 or visit 
theroyalambassador.com/new 
s/new-years-eve-2019. 

If you’re looking for a more 
romantic dinner options, the 
Royal Ambassador's Con- 
sulate Restaurant will also 
offer a set menu, complete 
with romantic music. Diners 
can enjoy penne rigate, veal 
chps, chicken stuffed with asi- 
ago and peppers, Portuguese- 
style Sole and many other 
options during the dinner 
service. Tickets are $65 each. 


Mississauga: 


Celebration Square (300 
City Centre Drive) will ring in 
the New Year with high-en- 
ergy live performances, 
plenty of delicious eats anda 
massive fireworks show, 
which kicks off at 8 p.m. 

This year, the early-to-bed 
set can celebrate the festivi- 
ties early during the "NYE JR" 
event, beginning at 8 p.m.. 
This pint-sized party will see 
the Mini Pop Kids live onstage 
performing today’s hottest 
hits. Hosted by MCS emcee 
Selena Singh, NYE JR. will 
ring in the New Year for the 
kids, and still get them home 
for bed. 

Juno Award winning hip 
hop artist Jazz Cartier will 
headline this year’s event, 
with a bombastic perform- 
ance visitors won’t want to 
miss. Bring your dancing 
shoes as Spotify sensation 
Shope and pop dynamo LU 
KALA will keep the energy 
high all night long. Hosted by 
Mississauga’s own _ Scott 
Willats and MCS emcee 
Mariah Sousa-Sampson, Cele- 
bration Square will welcome 
2020 with a bang. 

Attendees can also ride 


MiWay free from 7 p.m. - 4 
a.m. on New Year's Eve. For 
more information, visit cul- 
ture.mississauga.ca/event/cel 
ebration-square/nye-2020. 

Oasis Convention Centre 
(1036 Lakeshore Road East) 
will host its New Years Eve 
2019/2020 celebrations, be- 
ginning at 7 p.m. Join guests 
for a fun filled night with de- 
licious food, fantastic music 
and dancing until you bring in 
the New Year. Guests will 
enjoy an antipasto buffet, fol- 
lowed by a three-course sit 
down meal, complete with 
wine. 

Of course, there will be 
plenty of sweet treats, party 
favours and balloon drops as 
midnight strikes! Live enter- 
tainment from Banda Unique 
Touch and DJ Wild George 
Ferreira will also be featured. 
Tickets are $125 for adults or 
$85 for children up to 14 years 
of age. For more information, 
call (905) 891-7777. 

Toronto's Official Bolly- 
wood - New Year's Eve Cele- 
bration 2020 will kick off at 
the Apollo Convention Centre 
(6591 Innovator Drive), be- 
ginning at 7:30 p.m. Get ready 
to celebrate New Year's 
renowned Indian DJ Smita, 
who will keeping guests danc- 
ing all night long with a vari- 
ety of Bollywood tunes. 
Guests will also enjoy a large 
buffet (appetizers/dinner) 
and cocktails, plus additional 
activities including a photo 
booth and kids' zone. Tickets 
range from $65 - 125. To pur- 
chase, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/new-years- 
eve-nye-2020-torontos-offi- 
cial-bollywood-dj-event-with- 
dj-smita-tickets- 
79306472795. 

All fireworks displays at 
New Year's Eve events are 
weather permitting. 
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Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? 
Begin your tech career by completing our 


free Junior IT Analyst Program in only 15 weeks. 


Scanforinfo Important Information 


intact Sheryl! Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 10/7 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Focus on Film Forum - My Favourite Yuletide Movies 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


“Every time a bell rings, an 
angel gets its wings!” - It’s a 
Wonderful Life, 1946 


At this time of year, there 
are certain movies that are 
“must-sees” to celebrate the 
holiday season. 

Out of all the Christmas 
movies that have been re- 
leased over the years, there 
are three “must-see” 
movies that we _ watch. 
These three movies are: 
“Home Alone”, “Home 
Alone 2: Lost In New York”, 
and “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

The first two are what we 
watch back-to-back to kick 
off the Holiday Season. 
“Home Alone”, and it’s first 
sequel. “Home Alone 2: Lost 
In New York” are stand- 
alone movies. Even though 
they are, after watching the 
first one, it leaves you urg- 
ing to see more of the same 
comedy and hijinks that the 
first one offers. We always 
watch both of them every 
year. 

“Tt’s a Wonderful Life” is 
the standard film to watch 


at this time of year. It’s in- 
spirational theme and mes- 
sage of hope and 
redemption are universally 
appealing to millions of 
people around the world. 
Watching that movie has 
become a Christmas tradi- 
tion like trimming the tree 
and buying presents. I’d be 
surprised if anyone reading 
this article has never seen 
that holiday classic. 

One movie I don’t con- 
sider to be a Christmas 
movie is “Die Hard”. I, as 
well as dozens of film buffs, 
definitely rank it as one of 
the best, if not the best, ac- 
tion movies of all-time. 

When it came out in 1988, 
it was released in the sum- 
mer of that year. So, it is 
not appropriate to call ita 
Christmas movie. Because, 
if it was, it would have been 
released in November or 
December of that year—in 
my humble opinion. 

There are countless TV 
channels that air countless 
Christmas movies every 
year. We try to watch a 


handful of them to give us 
that extra joy that comes 
with the Holiday Season 
traditions of exchanging 
presents and spending time 
with the family. 

Starting this year, I will 
keep track of how many 


Christmas movies I watch 
in total throughout the 
Yuletide Season. 

That way, I can start the 
New Year satisfied that 
Christmas is more enjoy- 
able when I have watched 
Christmas movies and cele- 


brated the Holiday Season 
with the most important 
person in my life: my wife, 
Dena. 

Movie night has been 
switched to Thursday, Dec. 
26 this month. 

If you are interested in 


seeing a movie at Cinestarz 
Theatre at Burnhamthorpe 
and Central Parkway, be 
sure to e-mail me at: 
joseph.monachino@yahoo. 
com to collaborate and or- 
ganize a possible group 
event. 


THE COMPASS 


KHEKHKEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Seva opens new Community Teaching Kitchen 


The Seva Community 
Teaching Kitchen is now 
open! 


The new teaching kitchen, 
which opened at the food 
bank’s Malton branch this 
past weekend, will provide 
cooking classes to those 
most in need, to improve 
long term health and social 
outcomes for families in the 
surrounding community. 

“By learning to make sim- 
ple meals using the food on 
our food bank shelves, fam- 


ilies can stretch their food 
dollars,” said Seva executive 
director Rasheeda Qureshi 

In the future, Seva aspires 
to improve economic out- 
comes by offering culinary 
skills training. “Culinary 
skills are employable skills,” 
addedQureshi. 

This weekend’s event in- 
cluded a Pancake Breakfast 
Open House for agency 
partners, clients and volun- 
teers, which many partici- 
pants coming in from 


throughout Peel Region and 
beyond. 

“We are so pleased that 
this labour of love is finally 
open. Our kitchen offers a 
warm and welcoming place 
for everyone in the commu- 
nity” said Manraj Pannu, 
who chairs Seva’s Kitchen 
Launch Task Force. “We are 
excited about the possibili- 
ties for enhanced skills de- 
velopment and improved 
outcomes in community 
health and wellbeing.” 


Seva first opened its doors 
in Sep. 2010 and now serves 
900 families each month 
across both locations. The 
Seva Community Teaching 
Kitchen was built at the 
Malton site to align with the 
food bank’s mission to posi- 
tively impact local commu- 
nities by acting on the basic 
Sikh tenets of sarbat da 
bhalla (the wellbeing of all), 
chardi kala (eternal opti- 
mism) and seva (selfless 
service). 


Hindu Heritage Month 
celebrated in Brampton 


Celebrations are held 
every year at various ven- 
ues in Brampton to cele- 
brate Hindu Heritage 
Month, and this year was 
no exception. 

A series of events were 
hosted last month to com- 
memorate the occasion, in- 
cluding a flag hoisting 
ceremony held at Bramp- 
ton City Hall. 

The ceremony was at- 
tended by several members 
of the Brampton com- 
munity, including 
MPs Ruby Sahota and ‘ 
Sonia Sidhu, MPP & 
Amarjot Sandhu, and 
Councillors Doug 
Whillans, Jeff Bow- 
man and Sherman 
Williams. : 

The event 
sponsored by 


was 
the 


Canadian Hindu As- a8 


sociation, the World 
Brahmin Federation 
of Canada, the Indian 
Council of Hindus, 
the Hindu Sabha 
Temple, the New 
Hope Seniors Club. 
Events were also 
organized at Hindu 
Sabha Temple, Hanu- [ff 


man Temple, Gauri 
Shankar Temple and Hindu 
Heritage Center. 

Activists of Hindu Her- 
itage Celebration Founda- 
tion have been working 
hard for the past many 
years, including Dev Kapil, 
Piyush Gupta, Nick Mingi, 
Virender Rathi, Rakesh 
Joshi, Manan Gupta, 


Madam Sharm, Madam 
Sharm, Madhumur, 
others. 


and 


“Put a Sock On It” This Christmas for Those in Need 


With winter on its 
way, Mississauga Li- 
brary is holding its 
annual sock drive to 
help those in need. 

Put a Sock on it 
‘Sauga provides socks 
to Mississauga’s vul- 
nerable population to 
help them stay warm 
and dry during the 
cold weather months. 

The sock drive is co- 
ordinated with the Li- 
brary’s Open Window 
Hub program that 
helps the city’s home- 
less and at-risk youth 
and adults. 

“Socks are the most 
requested item at 
shelters and the least 
donated,” said Lori 
Kelly, the city’s library 
director. 

“Our goal is to pro- 
vide some of our most 
vulnerable commu- 
nity members with 
the items they need to 


help them get through 
the coming winter. 
Put a Sock on it ‘Sauga 
is one small but im- 
pactful way to help 
the local homeless 
community.” 

Residents can bring 
donations of new 
socks, mittens, gloves 
and hats to any of 
Mississauga Library’s 
18 locations until Feb. 
29, 2020. 

The Library Out- 
reach Worker will be 
available to meet indi- 
viduals across the city 
who are in need of do- 
nated items. Items 
can also be picked up 
from the Central Li- 
brary. 

For more informa- 
tion about the sock 
drive, call (905) 615- 
3200, ext. 3541. 


ard 4 Councillor John Kovac, 
‘On Bonnie Crombie, Library Director 
Kelly, Ward 8 Councillor Matt Ma- 
iney and Library Outreach Worker Kevin 
Berry pose during the launch of the Put a 
‘ck on it ‘Sauga. (Submitted) 
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Symphonic sounds on full display at MSO 


Orchestral legends, 
Christmas classic and “the 
Sultans of Swing” will be on 
full display at a Mississauga 
orchestra this weekend. 

The Mississauga Sym- 
phony Orchestra (MSO) will 


kick off this year’s holiday 
festivities with the sixth an- 
nual “Highlights from Mes- 
siah” on Saturday (Dec. 14), 
beginning at 8 p.m. in the 
Living Arts Centre. 

The traditional concert 


will feature popular works 
from Handel’s masterwork 
oratorio. The Mississauga 
Festival Chamber Choir will 
be on-hand to celebrate the 
season with a selection of 
uplifting and iconic csongs, 


including the Hallelujah 
Chorus and much more, 
backed by a selection of 
soloists including baritone 
Christopher Dunham, tenor 
Zachary Rioux, mezzo-so- 
prano Lillian Brooks and so- 


Submitted Photo 


prano Angela Yoo. 

On Sunday (Dec. 15), the 
wildly-popular “A Merry 
Little Christmas” perform- 
ance returns to stir the hol- 
iday spirit, beginning at 3 
p.m. 

Tickets for either per- 
formance are $25 for youths 
under the age of 15, $30 for 
ages 16-26, $40-50 for 
adults and $31-40 for sen- 
iors, Complimentary under- 
ground parking is included 
with every ticket purchase. 

A major operatic experi- 
ence will also return to the 
LAC early next year, as the 
MSO will perform a fully- 
staged version of a classic 
masterpiece. 

After successful produc- 
tions of Carmen and La Bo- 
héme, the MSO will return 
to fully-staged opera with a 
production of Verdi's mas- 
terpiece, La Traviata. 

This perennial favourite 
tells the story of the tragic 
love between the courtesan 
Violetta (Christina Pisani) 


and the romantic Alfredo 
Germont (Keith Klassen). 

Played out against the 
hypocrisy of upper-class 
fashionable society, Alfredo 
and Violetta’s love threatens 
to shame his family. 

When Alfredo’s father di- 
rectly appeals to Violetta to 
relinquish her one chance of 
happiness, Violetta submits, 
and her act of self-sacrifice 
leads to her paying the ulti- 
mate price. 

The production will take 
place on Jan. 25 and Jan. 28, 
2019 at Hammerson Hall, 
located within the LAC. 

Tickets for the opera are 
$50-85 for adults, $45-85 
for seniors, and $30 for 
adults aged 16-26. As with 
other MSO performances, 
underground parking is in- 
cluded with every ticket 
purchase. 

The Sultans of Swing will 
arrive at the LAC for a jazzy 
performance on Saturday, 
Feb. 8 at 8 p.m. 

The three time JUNO- 
nominated group will join 
the orchestra for an evening 
of Celtic reels, gypsy-jazz, 
flamenco, Arabic, Cuban 
and South Asian rhythms; 
celebrating musical fusion 
and human creativity with 


warmth and virtuosity. 

This concert will feature 
First Nations singer/song- 
writer Shannon Thunder- 
bird and 
Pakistani-Canadian sitarist 
Anwar Kurshid. 

Tickets are $45-65 for 
adults, $36-58 for seniors, 
$30 for adults aged 16-26 
and $25 for youths under 
15. 

Finally, “a galaxy far, far 
away” will arrive at the LAC 
as the fan favourite “Star 
Wars” concert, which will 
take place in Hammerson 
Hall on Saturday, Apr. 25 at 
8 p.m. 

From the Imperial March 
to the Throne Room End 
Title, this concert will allow 
audience members to expe- 
rience favourite music from 
across the franchise, as well 
as take part in a Star Wars- 
themed costume contest 
and much more! 

Tickets are $55-75 for 
adults, $50-68 for seniors, 
$30 for adults aged 16-26 
and $25 for youths under 
15. 

For more information on 
the concerts or to purchase 
tickets, visit missis- 
saugasymphony.ca. 


Longlist announced for final RBC Taylor Prize 


The longlist of books for the 20th anniversary, and final, 
edition of Canada's most prestigious non-fiction prize have 
been announced - with local and national authors being rec- 
ognized for some of their works this year.. 

RBC Taylor Prize 2020 jurors Margaret Atwood, Coral Ann 
Howells and Peter Theroux shared the announcement last 
night for the annual prize, which commemorates Charles 
Taylor's pursuit of excellence in the field of literary non-fic- 
tion. A top winner, whose book best combines a superb com- 
mand of the English language, an elegance of style, and a 
subtlety of thought and perception, will receive the award 
next year during a gala luncheon. 

"Both new and veteran jury members among us were daz- 
zled by the over 150 sterling RBC Taylor Prize submissions 
this year,” the jury members said in a joint statement last 
week. “Distilling these diverse riches, embracing the social, 
personal, political, and historical into a mere list of ten, was 
a profound but rewarding challenge — our list could have 
been much longer, and indeed it is slightly longer than we 
were asked for. Readers globally can be thankful for a year 
of such exceptional Canadian contributions." 

The longlist of books nominated for this year’s prize in- 
clude the following: 

- Rush to Danger: Medics in the Line of Fire by Ted Barris, 
published by Harper Collins Canada 

- Bush Runner: The Adventures of Pierre-Esprit Radisson 
by Mark Bourrie, published by Biblioasis 

- The Grandmaster: Magnus Carlsen and the Match That 
Made Chess Great Again by Brin-Jonathan Butler, published 
by Simon & Schuster 

- Had it Coming: What's Fair in the Age of #MeToo by 
Robyn Doolittle, published by Allen Lane 

- We Have Always Been Here: A Queer Muslim Memoir by 
Samra Habib, published by Viking Canada 


- In My Own Moccasins: A Memoir of Resilience by Helen 
Knott, published by University of Regina Press 

- Highway of Tears: A True Story of Racism, Indifference 
and the Pursuit of Justice for Missing and Murdered Indige- 
nous Women and Girls by Jessica McDiarmid, published by 
Doubleday Canada 

- The Regency Years: During Which Jane Austen Writes, 
Napoleon Fights, Byron Makes Love and Britain Becomes 
Modern by Robert Morrison, published by W.W. Norton 

- Overrun: Dispatches from the Asian Carp Crisis by An- 
drew Reeves, published by ECW Press 

- The Mongolian Chronicles: A Story of Eagles, Demons and 
Empires by Allen Smutylo, published by Goose Lane Editions 

- The Reality Bubble: Blind Spots, Hidden Truths, and the 
Dangerous Illusions that Shape Our World by Ziya Tong, 
published by Allen Lane 

- The Mosquito: A Human History of our Deadliest Preda- 
tor by Timothy C. Winegard, published by Allen Lane 

"When we began this prize, it was in the hope that the 
books selected by the jury would reflect all kinds of Cana- 
dian stories as well as the issues that all Canadians are in- 
terested in and concerned about,” said Prize founder Noreen 
Taylor last week. “This year's exceptionally good jury has 
done just that... this longlist has a category and a subject for 
every reader." 

Vijay Parmar, President of RBC PH&N Investment Counsel, 
added: "Over the last 20 years, the RBC Taylor Prize has 
helped to both promote and inspire Canada's non-fiction lit- 
erary landscape. Congratulations to the impressive group of 
authors who have rightfully earned their place on this year's 
longlist." 

The shortlist for the Prize will be announced at a news 
conference on Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020. Stay tuned to Peel 
Weekly News for full coverage of the announcement. 


Ted Barris {Submitted Photo) 
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Community Gathers for “Bite Before Christmas” 
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Inaugural Kenya flag raising to be held in 
Brampton 


This weekend, Brampton 
will become the site of the 
first flag raising and procla- 
mation ceremony in honor 
of Kenya Independence Day 
and the contribution of 
Kenyan Canadians living in 
the city. 

The event, which will be 
hosted at Brampton City 
Hall this Saturday, Dec. 14, 
will honour an occasion 
when Kenyans in Canada 
will be celebrating the 
Jamhuri Day. The Kenyan 
flag will be raised at City 
Hall for two weeks. 

A proclamation by the 
City of Brampton will also 
take place, as a result of a 
successful application to 
City Council by Kenyan 
Canadians living in Bramp- 
ton through Kenyan Cana- 
dian Association (KCA). 

The Proclamation is a cer- 
emonial document that will 
be issued and signed by 
Mayor Patrick Brown on be- 
half of Council, officially 
recognizing Kenya Inde- 
pendence Day and the con- 


tribution of Kenyan Canadi- 
ans to the City of Brampton 
each year. 

The inaugural flag-raising 
event will be attended by 
various political and com- 
munity leaders, including 
Federal and _ Provincial 
Members of Parliament, as 
well as Regional and Munic- 
ipal Councillors in the GTA. 

The Kenya High Commis- 
sion in Canada is also ex- 
pected to send a 
representative to _ this 
groundbreaking ceremony, 
which begins at 11 a.m. 

“This is a great achieve- 
ment and a milestone, not 
just to the Kenyans living in 
Canada, but to Kenya as a 
country,” said Kenyan Cana- 
dian Association president 
Ephraim Mwaura. “We are 
so proud to have a Canadian 
Government recognize, for 
the first time, the contribu- 
tions of Kenyans in this 
Country. This is a very sig- 
nificant step towards get- 
ting integrated with other 
larger communities which 


form part of the immigrant 
Canadian Society.” 

The Kenyan Canadian As- 
sociation is a federal not- 
for-profit organization that 
seeks to address the issues 
affecting Canadians of 
Kenyan origin while assist- 


ing newcomers to settle and 
make a positive contribu- 
tion in the society as they 
endeavor to achieve their 
goals. 

The association also fo- 
cuses on implementing pro- 
grams and offering services 


Fatma Nadhir 


to newcomers, low-income 
families, visible minorities 
and communities of African 
descent or origin residing in 
Canada to improve their 
personal well-being and so- 
cial-economic status. 

“Our programs include 


Women & Gender, Health, 
Newcomer Settlement, 
Sports & Recreation, Socio- 
Economic Empowerment, 
Youth Outreach, Arts & Cul- 
ture and Education & Ca- 
reer." Mwaura added. 


<4? 


Volunteers honoured at Peel Cares celebration 


Last Wednesday evening, 
Volunteer MBC held their 
annual Peel Cares Celebra- 
tion at Community Door in 
Brampton, to mark Inter- 
national Volunteer Day. 

Close to 150 guests at- 
tended the event to recog- 
nize exemplary volunteers 
from the three municipali- 
ties, including Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown and 
Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson. 

Guests enjoyed enter- 
tainment by singer 
Keneisha Baid and a silent 
auction with proceeds to 
benefit Volunteer MBC’s 
programs and services. 

“Each volunteer in this 
room has his or her own 
story to tell,” said Volun- 
teer MBC executive direc- 
tor Carine Strong during 
her opening remarks to 
the audience and nomi- 
nees. “You touch people in 
a very special way. You 
have every reasons to be 
incredibly proud of your 
efforts. You are helping 
people and causes every 


day but volunteering is 
truly a win-win. I’m sure 
you will agree that you 
have gained so much more 
than you give.” 

29 individuals were 
nominated by Volunteer 
MBC member organiza- 
tions for Volunteer of the 
Year awards for each mu- 
nicipality. The three award 
recipients were: 

Volunteer of the Year - 
Brampton: Ann Crane. 
Nominated for her work at 
William Osler Health Sys- 
tem, the 97-year old has 
volunteered with William 
Osler for 30 years. With 
her compassionate nature, 
working as a front line 
service volunteer, she 
plays a critical role in set- 
ting the tone for visitor 
and patient experience. 

Volunteer of the Year - 
Mississauga: Ayrton Ste- 
fanos. Nominated for his 
work by Spectra Commu- 
nity Support Services. Ayr- 
ton has volunteered with 
Spectra for over two years, 
acting as both a mentor 


and ambassador for Spec- 
tra Helpline. 

Volunteer of the Year - 
Caledon: Abby Elliott. 
Nominated by Toronto Re- 
gion and Conservation Au- 
thority for her work with 
the Girls Can Too program. 
Abby, acting as a Girls Can 
Too ambassador, demon- 
strated leadership and as- 
sisted with building 
projects. 

The judging panel in- 
cluded Deb Wach (Com- 
munity Living 
Mississauga), Heather Sav- 
age (Town of Caledon), 
Sandeep Aujla (Multilevel 
Leadership Consulting), 
Kathleen Douglass (Dou- 
glass Leadership Group) 
and Robin Haley-Gillin 
(Riverwood Conservancy), 
Navreet Gill (Peel Memo- 
rial Hospital), Nadia Lake 
(Volunteer MBC) and Shan 
Abbasi (Volunteer MBC). 

The organization also 
took time out to acknowl- 
edge and recognize their 
2019 supporters. They also 
offered special thanks to 


the Peel Cares event sup- 


porters: Scotiabank 
(Hurontario-Ray Lawson 
branch), Meridian, TD 


Bank, Rotary Club Bramp- 
ton, Town of Caledon and 


many other generous 
donors and in-kind spon- 
sors for their auction. Over 
300 in-house volunteers, 
board members and staff 
were also acknowledged at 


the ceremony. 

For more information 
about the organization or 
to access volunteer oppor- 
tunities, visit volun- 
teermbc.org. 
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